Checking It All Out

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about fifteen minutes; it can be longer, depending on the length of the texts that the students are editing.

Learning Outcomes:

Students develop their editing skills, one of the most challenging skills for most students.
Materials:

Students will need a completed writing assignment that they have not yet handed in. 
A copy of the checklist for each student (Exhibit 4.9)

A piece of your own writing that you would like to share with your students

An overhead projector

(Modeling how to use the checklist is an important aspect of this lesson.)

Activities:

Step 1. Display your piece of writing on an overhead. Go through the checklist with the students, while editing your own work.
Step 2. After you’ve modeled your own editing process, explain to the students that they must complete the checklist before the final submission of their work.
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Exhibit 4.9. Editor’s Checklist.

Name: Date:

Project:

Directions: Carefully check your writing against this checklist.

O Mywork has an interesting and exciting beginning that draws readers into the story.
O There is a defined middle to my work.

O Mywork has an ending or conclusion that satisfies the writing.

[ 1 used capitalization rules correctly in my writing.

[ 1 used punctuation rules correctly in my writing.

O I checked my work for correct spelling.

O I checked my work for correct word usage.

O Ilooked for clear sentences in my writing.

[ I checked all the sentences to make sure they are complete and not run-ons.
O 1 checked to make sure all the paragraphs are formed correctly.

O 1 checked my writing to make sure that it makes sense.

[ I reread my writing, checking for all kinds of errors.

O Mywork is ready to be submitted to my teacher.





