Thesis Statements and Organizing Idea

This lesson was originally developed by Katie’s student teacher, Rachel Jarosik.
Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about thirty minutes or it can be broken into two mini lessons of about fifteen minutes each.

Learning Outcomes:

Students learn to identify and create thesis statement. They develop organizational skills.

Materials:

A copy of Horton Hears a Who 

Copies of the accompanying handouts (Exhibit 4.6 and 4.7)

Envelopes

Activities:
Setup. Cut Handout 1 (Exhibit 4.6) into strips and place the strips into envelopes, making sure to have enough envelopes for each group of students. We suggest dividing the students into groups of two and making a set for each pair of students. 
Step 1. Read Horton Hears a Who to the class. Afterward, ask them about the ideas and themes raised in the book. One of the major themes is diversity.

Step 2. Explain to the students that a thesis statement is a short statement of what you are trying to argue or prove in a piece of writing. Ask the students to write a thesis statement about Horton Hears a Who. The following are two possible statements:

In Horton Hears a Who, Dr. Seuss teaches the importance of respecting diversity.
In Horton Hears a Who Dr. Seuss argues that by recognizing commonalities, diverse cultures can bond together. 
Here are some examples of poor thesis statements:

Dr. Seuss digs diversity in Horton Hears a Who. (This is too broad and uses slang.) 
In Horton Hears a Who recognizing commonalities and diversities. (This is an incomplete sentence.) 
Remind your students that thesis statements must be complete sentences.
Step 3. Once you have discussed thesis statements with the class, discuss the elements of a working outline.

In a working outline, the major points that the writer is discussing should be the major headings. Minor points and supporting details should be minor headings and subpoints.

When developing their working outlines, tell the students to ask themselves the follow- ing questions:

• Are the headings essential to proving my thesis statement?
• Do the minor headings and subpoints contain more specific and detailed information than the major headings?
Step 4. Take time to practice with the working outline. Have students arrange statements into a working outline. Take the copies of the cut-up statements from Handout 1, which you have already placed into envelopes, and give one set (one envelope) to each pair of students. The students should organize the statement strips and then place them on the working out- line form shown in Exhibit 4.7.
Step 5. Have the students check their organization of the statement strips against Exhibit 4.8 (the answer key).
Step 6. In a large group, discuss how the students organized their statement strips in the working outline.
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Directions: Cutout these statement strips (shown out of sequence here) and put them into envelopes for

each pair of students.

Animals of the Jungle of Nool and the Whos have different characteristics.

Horton promises to protect his friends the Whos, no matterwhat the jungle animals do.

The animals of the jungle are much bigger than the Whos.

The bird drops the Who clover into a field of clovers.

The Whos face dangers by the animals of the jungle who do not recognize their existence.

Horton hears a noise from a speck of dust.

Horton recognizes the Who culture and builds a relationship based on their commonalities.

The doubting monkeys steal the clover where Horton has placed the Whos.

Horton defends the existence of the Whos to the otheranimals of the jungle.

Horton builds a relationship with the Whos based on common characteristics, not differences.

Horton repeatedly says, “A person is a person, no matter how small.”

The Whos live in a city as opposed to a jungle.

Horton recognizes that the Who culture exists.

Horton rescues the Who clover from the field.

The animals of the Jungle of Nool recognize thatthe Whos exist when they shout loud enough
for the jungle animals to hear them.
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Exhibit 4.7. Thesis Statements and Organizing Ideas: Handout 2.

Directions: Use this template to arrange the outline statements from Handout 1.
I
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Handout 3: Answer Key.

I. Horton hears a noise from a speck of dust.
A. Horton recognizes that the Who culture exists.
B. Horton recognizes the Who culture and builds a relationship based on commonalities.

Il. Animals of the Jungle of Nool and the Whos have different characteristics.
A. Horton repeatedly says, “A personisa person, no matter how small.”
1. The animals of the jungle are much bigger than the Whos.
2. The Whos live in a city as opposed to a jungle.
B. Horton builds a relationship with the Whos based on common characteristics, not differences.
1. The Whos face dangers by the animals of the jungle who do not recognize their existence.
2. Horton defends the existence of the Whos to the other animals of the jungle.

Ill. Horton promises to protect his friends the Whos, no matter what the jungle animals do.
A. The doubting monkeys steal the clover where Horton has placed the Whos.
B. The bird drops the Who clover into a field of clovers.
1. Horton rescues the Who clover from the field.
2. The animals of the Jungle of Nool recognize that the Whos exist when they shout
loud enough forthe jungle animals to hear them.





