Situation-Problem-Solution

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about ten minutes.
If the extension activities are included, it can take twenty to thirty minutes.
Learning Outcomes:

This lesson teaches students sequencing in writing. All pieces of writing present a situation, a problem, and then a solution. By breaking this organizational idea into the smallest increments possible, students are better able to conceptualize this organizational model.

Materials:

Printed copies of Exhibit 4.4 (each group’s copy on different colored paper)

One envelope for each group 

Activities:

Setup. Before the lesson, make copies of Exhibit 4.4 for each group. It is helpful to print each group’s copy on paper of a different color; this makes it easier to sort the pieces after the lesson. Therefore, depending on how many groups you have, make a set for each group. Put the squares that were cut up from the handout and place them into envelopes.

Step 1. Explain to your students that writers often focus on a situation, problem, and solution when they are organizing their ideas. Offer a few examples, such as the following:
	Situation
	Problem
	Solution

	I was standing at the bus stop.
	When the bus arrived, I realized that I didn’t have enough money.


	The sweet little old lady smiled and handed me a quarter.



	My book report is due tomorrow.


	I didn’t finish my book.


	I stay up late, finish the book, and write my report.



	My dog loves to run.
	I couldn’t keep up with my dog when I took him for a run.


	I bought a longer leash and roller skates so I could keep up with my dog.



	I ate a huge bean burrito.
	It made me sick to my stomach.


	I took some antacid.



Step 2. Divide the class into groups (we suggest groups of only two students, if possible). Give each group an envelope that contains the cut-up squares from Handout 1. Direct the students to group the squares into ten different situation-problem-solution sequences.
Step 3. Review the answers with the students and discuss how they organized their sequences. What words or structures offered clues for the sequences?

Extension Activity

Give the students blank squares (see Exhibit 4.5) and ask them to create their own situation- problem-solution sequences. The students can then exchange their sequences and put together the sequences of the other group.
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Directions: Cut out the individual squares and put into envelopes foreach group of students.

Situation Problem Solution
I wanted to become amember | Mytimes weren’t fast enough | practiced, improved my times,
of the swimming team. toqualify. and qualified the following year.

| ate a huge piece of cake.

My stomach hurt because it
vas so full

Itook a walk and it made me
feelbetter.

My sister always goes into
myroom.

My sister messes up my room.

I putalock on the door to my
room.

I wanted to goonto the My computer wouldn't start. | checked the wires and plugged

Internet. in my computer.

My paperis due on Friday. I didn't start to write it. | begged my teacher foran
extension until Monday.

| wanted to make chocolate | didn’t have any chocolate chips. | | used cocoa instead and made

chip cookies. chocolate cookies.

| entered the store to buy a | didn’t have enough moneyto | left the store and boughta

present for my friend. buy the present that | wanted different present at a different

toget. store.

I love to take vacations. | couldn’t get time off from work. Itook a mini vacation on the
weekend.

The grass was overgrown. My lawn mower was broken, | borrowed my neighbor’s lawn
mower and cut the grass.

1 love to write. I never have enough time to write. | | rearranged my schedule sol

can now write an hour each day.
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Exhibit 4.5. Sttuation-Problem-Solution: Handout 2.

Directions: Write a situation, problem, and solution for each sequence set of squares. Once you have
written all of your sequences, cut them out and exchange them with another group. After exchanging
squares, organize the other group’s sequence squares.
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