Fitting the Pieces Together

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about ten to fifteen minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

Students learn how to manipulate text and organize it so that it is logical and follows a beginning, middle, end sequence.

Materials:

Photocopies of short stories - two copies of each story

Envelopes

Activities:

Setup. In preparation for this lesson, select short stories and cut them into sections. Choose a different story for each group. Keep an extra, intact copy of the stories as an answer key, so the students can check their organization once it is complete. Put a different cut-up story into an envelope for each group.

Step 1. Review the elements of story structure and how writing is organized. (Stories have a beginning, middle, and end. Stories contain details that help the reader “see” the story. Authors use transition words.)
Step 2. Divide the students into groups of three to four students and distribute the cut-up story envelopes. Direct the students to arrange the pieces so that they form organized stories.
Step 3. Have the students check their story organization against the answer key. Discuss as a whole group the strategies the students used to organize their stories and how they can relate this exercise to help organize their own writing.

From Roger Passman and Katherine S. McKnight, Teaching Writing in the Inclusive Classroom: Strategies and Skills for All Students. Copyright © 2007 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Reprinted by permission of John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

