Persuading Paragraphs

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about twenty to twenty-five minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

This lesson introduces persuasive writing elements through the contemporary genre of advertising. Concrete examples, like advertisements, can facilitate students’ understanding of the persuasive writing concept. This lesson is particularly good for visual learners.
Materials:

Chart paper 

Markers 

Magazine or other print advertisements 

Entrance slips (Handouts from Exhibit 4.2) 

Handouts from Exhibit 4.3

An envelope for each group 

Each envelope will contain one or two print advertisements that you have selected from magazines or other print media and a handout made from Exhibit 4.3. 

Projector

Transparency from Figure 4.2

Activities:

Step 1. When the students enter the classroom, give them five minutes to complete the entrance slip (Exhibit 4.2). Discuss their answers in a whole-class discussion and record them on chart paper.
Step 2. Divide the class into groups of three to five students. Use the responses to Step 1 as a guide for analyzing the advertisements. Then, hand each group an envelope. Have the students work in their groups to analyze the ad or ads contained in their envelope and discuss the questions shown on the Exhibit 4.3 handout. Next, have students create a web diagram based on their analysis of the advertisement and questions. Show them Figure 4.2 as an example. This step should take about fifteen minutes.
Step 3. Discuss the characteristics of persuasive paragraphs and post the students’ web diagrams in the classroom.
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Exhibit 4.2. Persuading Paragraphs Handout: Entrance Slip.

Name: Date:

Directions: Respond to the following questions:

1. What do you think the word “persuade” means?

2. Ifyou want to persuade someone to do something, what strategies do you use? Forexample,
let’s say that your curfew on Saturday night is 8 o’clock. How would you convince your parent
or guardian to change your curfew to 9 o’clock?

Exhibit 4.3. Persuading Paragraphs Handout:
Directions for Group Exercise Envelopes.

Directions: Examine the advertisement(s) in this envelope.
Discuss and answer the following questions:

1. Identify the product or senvice being advertised. In other words, what do the creators of the
ad(s) want you to buyand/or use?

2. Describe the images that are in the advertisement(s). How are they related to the advertised
product(s)?

3. What does the text (writing) say about the product(s)? What do the advertiserswant you to know?
4. How is the advertiser trying to convince you that you should try the product or products?
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