Paragraph Jigsaw

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about twenty minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

This lesson is designed to develop students’ knowledge of paragraph structure. This tangible model helps them recognize structural elements such as topic sentence, supporting sentences, and concluding summative paragraph sentences. Furthermore, this activity engages students in a challenge that demands logic and organizational skills. More than one organizational structure can solve a challenge, which is an important outcome for student writers to witness. Student writers need to envision multiple possibilities for their writing.

Materials:

Envelopes 

Paper 

Pens or pencils 

Index cards 

Make an envelope for each student group that contains strips of paper. On each strip write a sentences for one of the example paragraphs (following).
Example Paragraph 1:

· The Sun’s activity influences the heliopause, a region of space that astronomers believe marks the boundary between the solar system and interstellar space.
· The heliopause is a dynamic region that expands and contracts due to the constantly changing speed and pressure of the solar wind.

· In November 2003 a team of astronomers reported that the spacecraft Voyager 1 appeared to have encountered the outskirts of the heliopause at about 86 astronomical units (AUs), or 149,598,000,000 meters, from the Sun.

· The astronomers based their report on data that indicated the solar wind had slowed from 1.1 million km/h (700,000 mph) to 160,000 km/h (100,000 mph).

· This finding is consistent with the theory that when the solar wind meets interstellar space at a turbulent zone known as the termination shock boundary, it will slow abruptly.

· However, another team of astronomers disputed the finding, saying that the spacecraft had neared but had not yet reached the heliopause.
Example Paragraph 2:
· A tornado becomes visible when a condensation funnel made of water vapor (a funnel cloud) forms in extreme low pressures, or when the tornado lofts dust, dirt, and debris upward from the ground.

· A mature tornado may be columnar or tilted, narrow or broad—sometimes so broad that it appears as if the parent thundercloud itself had descended to ground level.

· Some tornadoes resemble a swaying elephant’s trunk.

· Others, especially very violent ones, may break into several intense suction vortices— intense swirling masses of air—each of which rotates near the parent tornado.

· A suction vortex may be only a few meters in diameter, and thus can destroy one house while leaving a neighboring house relatively unscathed.

Activities:

Step 1. Divide the students into groups of three and instruct them to organize the sentence strips in the envelope into one logical paragraph. Instruct the students that they have five minutes to complete the task.
Step 2. When the five minutes are up, ask the students to explain how they organized their sentences. As the groups explain their organization strategy, write their answers on an over- head, chalkboard, or large sheet of paper. 
Here are some sample questions for the large-group discussion:

How do you know that the sentences should be in this order?

What sentence (the topic sentence) indicates to the reader the content of the paragraph?

What does the last sentence of the paragraph indicate? What information is included in this sentence?

How do you know that this is a paragraph?

What should a good paragraph contain?

The large-group discussion should be limited to ten minutes.
Step 3. Instruct the students to revise the paragraphs so that they are in their own words and contain more details and illustrations.
Step 4. Have students share their paragraphs with their classmates.
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