Sweet Organization

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about ten minutes. 

If the extension activities are included, it can take twenty to thirty minutes.
Learning Outcomes:

This is a tangible model of an abstract skill. It helps students develop organizational skills in their writing. This activity engages them in a challenge that demands logic and organization. The resolution of the challenge can take many different forms, which is important for writers to witness because successful organization of ideas in writing can follow many different formats.

Materials:

Paper lunch bags 

A wide variety of prepackaged candy

(This activity also works well with items other than candy—try office supplies, pictures, or cosmetic or personal grooming items, for example.)

For the extension activity, you will also need to make handouts. 

(see Exhibit 4.1 and Figure 4.1). 

Activities:

Step 1. Divide the students into groups of two or three. Direct them to a table, desk, or counter where several paper bags filled with a wide variety of candy await their attention. Tell the students that they are not allowed to open the bags until they are instructed to do so.

Step 2. Explain to the students that on your signal, each group is to dump the contents of their paper bag onto their table. Once the bags are emptied, the students must organize the contents in any way that they see fit as a group. They then need to give the contents of the bag a name. The students have five minutes to complete this task.

Step 3. After five minutes, ask the students to explain how they organized their paper bag contents. As the groups explain their organizational strategy, model an outline or web diagram on an overhead or chalkboard. It’s important that the students observe that no two groups organized their paper bag contents in an identical manner. Discuss how this relates to writing. Prompt the students to answer questions like these: 
How are items emphasized in the organization that your group created? 
What happens if we take out
_______? What happens to the organization? 
What happens if we add  ______? What happens to the organization?

Step 4. Create a list of the students’ realizations and observations about organization and outlining. To get started, ask this question: “What did you learn and why is it important?”
Step 5. The student-generated lists about organization and outlining should remain posted in the classroom. Through this activity, the students should gain a clear understanding of how to cluster ideas and information for writing.
Extension Activity:

Distribute the models for a traditional outline (Exhibit 4.1) and a web diagram (Figure 4.1). Direct the students to change the organization of their paper bag contents. The idea is for the students to learn that they can organize the contents in more than one way. Once they reorganize the contents of the bag, show the sample outline and the sample web diagram. After modeling how to create both, have the students complete either the traditional outline or the web diagram so that it represents the new organization of the paper bag contents.
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Exhibit 4.1. Candy: The New Bratn Food: Outline.

Chocolate Candy Bars
A. MilkyWay

B. Snickers

C. HersheyBar

D. Three Musketeers

Soft Candy

A. White peanut butter cups
B. Good & Plenty

C. TootsieRoll

. Frit-Aavored Candy

A. Starburst
B. Jolly Rancher
C. Now and Later

Figure 4.1. Candy: The New Brain Food: Diagram.
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