The Alien Encounter
Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about forty-five minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

Students learn to become aware of everyday details, to focus on the mundane, in order to include that level of description in their writing. 

Materials:

Blindfolds for half of the students

Writing materials (paper and pencils/pens) 

Activities:

Setup. Begin this lesson by asking students to imagine that we have been abducted by an alien being named Farndwark from the Andromeda Galaxy. Farndwark threatens to destroy Earth unless he can receive an adequate explanation as to why Earthlings use chairs and desks. Once students have inspected their chairs and desks, and after they share their information with a partner, they are asked to write Farndwark a letter providing him with descriptions that are accurate, creative and meaningful enough to persuade him not to destroy Earth. 
Step 1. Group your students in pairs. Have one member of the pair place a blindfold over his or her eyes. The other member of the pair will act as a scribe, writing down specific descriptions related by the blindfolded partner.  

Step 2. Instruct the blindfolded partners to feel their desk and describe what they feel to their partner. Explain that they  have to use their hands to “see” the desk in a new way. Elaborate instructions are in order. The students must “see” the desk in three dimensions, so they will have to feel the top, sides, edges, bottom, legs, and seat if one is attached – in fact, every part of the desk, if they are to describe it accurately. Explain that their descriptions must be concise and specific. “The desk ahs a gouge on the side” is not as strong as “The desk has a gouge that feels like it is about an inch long on the left edge just below the writing surface that runs on an angle from front to back near the far corner.”. 

Step 3. Once the partners have finished creating their list, you have several options available:

Ask each pair to collaborate on writing a description of the desk as if they were writing a novel. Their descriptions must make the reader “see” or visualize the desk they are describing.

Have partners exchange their lists with another team and have them use the new list to describe the other desk.

Have students write individually to describe the desk and compare descriptions. 
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