Picture Writing
Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about thirty-five to forty-five minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

Students engage their visual knowledge as they prepare a story from a picture. 

Materials:

A selection of images that you have already attached to sheets of writing paper

Activities:

Step 1. Have each student choose one sheet of paper containing one image. Instruct the students to explore the picture, looking for a story embedded in it. Suggest that they come up with a story based on their own personal experience that they can relate to the image shown in the picture. Allow ample time, as much as five minutes, for this exploration. 
Step 2. Ask students to share the stories they have discovered in the pictures orally with a partner. This step is, in fact, a rehearsal or form of prewriting that allows the student to more fully embed the narrative they have chosen to tell in their cognitive memory, making the act of writing more memorable and significantly more creative. Allow three to five minutes for sharing. 
Step 3. Once students have shared their stories with each other, ask them to write it on the paper you supplied. Ask them to pay attention to the structure of the story they choose to tell, as well as to the form of the narrative itself. 
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