Sight, Smell, Taste – Touch, Sound (SST-TS)
Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about twenty to thirty minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

This exercise reinforces awareness of how a writer’s five senses inform rhetorical metaphor in creating images. The SST-TS acronym helps students develop a checklist for their own descriptive writing. 

Materials:

One photocopy of the SST-TS: Descriptive Writing Checklist for each student

Activities:

Step 1. Read aloud a descriptive paragraph to your students. 

The following from A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury, is a good choice.

It came on great oiled striding legs. It towered thirty feet above half the trees, a great evil god. Each lower leg was a piston, a thousand pounds of white bone and thick ropes of muscle. Each thigh was a ton of meat. And from the upper body two delicate arms dangled out front with hands that might pick up men like toys. The snake neck coiled. Its mouth hung open showing a row of teeth like daggers. Its eyes rolled. They showed nothing but hunger. It closed its mouth in a death grin. 

Step 2. Dissect the paragraph with your students, identifying elements of SST-TS that are contained in the writing. 
Step 3. Ask your students to write a descriptive paragraph in which they use each of the elements of SST-TS at least two times. Some suggested topics are as follows:
Elephants

Race cars

Kitchens

A party

A vivid sunset

A spring rainstorm
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Exhibit 2.1. SST-TS: Descriptive Writing Checklist.

Directions: Use this checklist to review and revise your writing. Use it for all your drafts and finished

piece of writing.

First draft

Revision

Revision

Finished piece

1. Before | began writing, | brainstormed
ways in which | could include each
of the five senses in my piece.

2. In the first sentence | appealed to
one of the five senses to introduce
my main topic.

3.1 described my topic by appealing to
each of the five senses at least once.

4. Each of my sentences contained at
least one representation of a sense.

5. My concluding sentence was
descriptive.

6. | used transitions to connect my
ideas and create unity in my writing.

7.l used complete sentences and
checked my use of punctuation
and capitalization.

8. | asked one of my peers to review
my writing and used suggestions
to improve my writing.

9. | wrote a final draft and am ready
to publish my writing.





