The Friday Essay

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity is done in one class period.

Learning Outcomes:

The Friday Essay is a simple activity designed to help students learn to write to a prompt. This is, of course, an important skill in our era of high-stakes testing, especially when those tests include writing samples. We have often found that the writing prompts provided on high-stakes tests do not match student experiences. The Friday Essay helps students learn how to write to a prompt even when the prompt makes no sense.

The Friday Essay is only written on Friday. If there is no class on Friday, then no Friday Essay will be written.

Students are never told that they are writing to a prompt. The only reference ever made to this assignment is that they are writing the Friday Essay. By focusing on the writing rather than on the prompt, students are able to learn the trick that every politician knows—answer the question you want to answer, no matter what question was asked in the first place. The qualifier is that the students, like politicians, must refer to the prompt or the question that was originally asked. The Friday Essay builds students’ confidence in writing and is another tool for developing voice.
Materials:

Writing materials (notebooks and pencils/pens)
Activities:

Here are some sample prompts:

· “Never, ever quit.”—Winston Churchill
· “Any philosophy that can be put in a nutshell, belongs in one.”—Hillary Putnam

· “Try not to become a person of success but rather to become a person of value.” —Albert Einstein

· “Success isn’t permanent, and failure isn’t fatal.”—Mike Ditka

· “People grow through experience if they meet life honestly and courageously. This is how character is built.”—Eleanor Roosevelt

· “In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.”—Martin Luther King, Jr.

· “He who knows does not speak. He who speaks does not know.”—Lao-tzu

· “Freedom is not worth having if it does not include the freedom to make mistakes.” —Mahatma Gandhi

· “Ill deeds are doubled with an evil word.” —William Shakespeare
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