Writing Directions

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about forty-five to fifty minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

Often, writers are plagued with imprecision. It is not enough for the instructor to say, “Be specific in your writing.” We have to show students why being precise is important. This exercise is designed to do just that.

Materials:

Small magnetic compass for each pair of students
Writing materials (notebooks and pencils/pens)
Activities:

Step 1. Divide the classroom into groups of two. Supply each group with a compass.
Step 2. Place each group at the threshold of the classroom door and instruct them to walk to the library (or lunchroom, gym, principal’s office, or other location in the school), writing down the number of steps taken, the turns required, and the corresponding compass directions.
Step 3. Share this example: “Take three steps north, turn left or west, take twenty-five steps west. Turn right or north, take seven steps north to the top of the stairs, go down twelve steps to the landing. Turn right or east and take three steps. Turn right or south, go down twelve steps, and continue eight steps and turn right or west.” And so on.
Step 4. Send teams off at thirty-second intervals, armed with their compasses and paper and pencil. Depending on the distance of the location the team is to describe, we generally allow from fifteen to twenty minutes before the teams return to the classroom.
Step 5. As the teams return to the classroom, ask team members to read and review their directions.
Step 6. When all teams have returned, ask them to exchange their directions with those written by another team. Then instruct the teams to follow the directions they have just been handed. In our experience, most teams don’t get past the front door of the classroom!
Step 7. Ask students to do a “quick write,” discussing what went wrong and what they could do to fix it in the future. Using the quick write as a prompt, lead the class in a discussion of precision in writing.
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