Transactional Writing

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about forty-five to fifty minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

Informational writing assumes that the author has done some research, determined what the facts are, and focused on a point. Narrative writing assumes that the author has searched his or her memory or imagination for details that help support the story being told. It is very important for students to be able to compare and contrast their writing styles in informational and narrative approaches. You might have students compare a piece of their personal writing with the piece they create for this exercise.

Materials:

Writing materials (notebooks and pencils/pens)
Activities:

Step 1. Ask your students to write a partisan, persuasive report about their school building. Here’s an example assignment:

You have been appointed school reporter for the Daily Gazette, a paper read by over 100,000 people in our area. Your first assignment is to write an investigative report on the conditions of the ______ school.

Step 2. Explain that a persuasive report on a school like yours would likely cover the following (write these on the board):

Functionality
Noise control

Safety 

Energy efficiency

Aesthetics 

Security

Structural issues 
Floor plan/layout

Durability 

Facilities

Décor

Playground
Athletics 

Music

Integrity

Teachers

Step 3. Explain that students may not be able to cover each of these items, or may even think of some that you haven’t listed. Tell them that you are only asking them to consider each of these items and then decide which ones are important to write about.
Step 4. Allow time for data gathering. Students should have a fixed amount of time to patrol the building for the sole purpose of gathering information and interviewing people that may help them in their quest.
Step 5. When students return to class, ask them to write their article for submission to their editorial board (a group of three students). The task of the editorial board is to nominate one article from their group for sharing with the class. Then have each group read the selected piece to the rest of the class.
Step 6. Begin a debriefing discussion about the assignment. You will want to discuss at least the following three questions with your students:

How did you feel about this assignment when you first heard about it? 
How do you feel now?

How was this writing task different from writing a story about your own experience? (Stress the fact that it was not personal and that the writing came from transactional encounters with the world and not from memory or imagination.)

How did this piece get written? 
What did you have to do in order to accomplish your task?
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