The Reporter

Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about forty-five to fifty minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

The Reporter helps students combine strategies for gathering information, translating that information into meaningful detail, and writing an effective piece of informational text that both informs and engages the reader. This is not an exercise for novices. Quite the contrary, it requires that students have already developed a good sense of voice or authorship. Therefore, it should only be introduced in the later part of the school year.

In this exercise students get real-life experience because they research, interview, report, and take a stand on issues they’ve identified as important. They are given an opportunity to experience the same set of facts from more than one perspective. The exercise will help them understand the difference between informational writing and persuasive writing.
Materials:

Writing materials (notebooks and pencils/pens)
Activities:

Step 1. Brainstorm with your students to come up with significant current events or problems in the school or community.
Step 2. Once you have identified a substantial number of problems or events, arrange the students into pairs, or at most, groups of three. Then ask them to gather background information on one of the issues the class has identified as important.
Step 3. Once the students have adequate background information on the event or problem, have them interview two to three people who have a direct interest in the issue. Make it clear that the interviews should contain standard informational questions, eliciting the who, what, when, where, why, and how of the issue from the person being interviewed.
Step 4. At the close of the interviews have students write two pieces. The first should be purely informational, as if it were an article in a newspaper or a story on a television or radio news report. The second piece should take the form of an editorial in which the students express their own opinions or take a stand on the issue in question.
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