The Hall Walk
Grade Level: 

6-12

Time of Activity:

This activity takes about forty to fifty minutes.

Learning Outcomes:

This exercise enhances observation of large (gross) detail. Note-taking skills evolve into analytical skills. Interpretive skills are enhanced and collaborative writing abilities are developed. 

Materials:

Writing materials (notebooks and pencils/pens)
Activities:

Step 1. Divide the class into four or five small groups.
Step 2. Instruct the students to take notebooks and pencils into the hall and look for “artifacts, signs, and symbols” that help define the climate and the culture of the school. 
Step 3. Ask students to take notes on what they observe while they’re in the hallway. We generally allow ten to fifteen minutes to gather information.

Step 4. On returning to the classroom, have students discuss in their small group the data they gathered. Make sure to remind students to talk about the artifacts, symbols, icons and signs that help develop the sense of the place they are examining. 

Step 5. Break the writing phase down into two parts. During the first part have students write individually, constructing a picture with as much detail as possible describing the climate and culture of the school. Ask that they use only the evidence they collected during their walk through the hall. During the second part, ask the students to rejoin their small groups, this time sharing their individual papers in order to create a group piece.

Step 6. Have the students share the group pieces with the entire class.

Extension Activity:

If the hallway is unavailable, divide the classroom into quadrants, and assign each group a quadrant to explore.
From Roger Passman and Katherine S. McKnight, Teaching Writing in the Inclusive Classroom: Strategies and Skills for All Students. Copyright © 2007 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Reprinted by permission of John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

