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Found Poetry 
 

Discovering mood, theme, character, and imagery is the potential outcome of this activity 
called found poetry—a lesson that promotes close reading and interpretation of densely packed 
text. Found poetry allows students to develop their own poetry. Students read the text as a 
class and find the images they like the best. Separate the students into groups of five. Have 
each group write two sentences with imagery that they like on sentence strips and arrange strip 
on a board to make their own poem. This teaches students to appreciate creative writing and 
understand the concept of creative teaching. Exhibits 3.11 and 3.12 each present a different 
found poetry lesson. 
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This chapter addressed the needs of adolescent readers as they approach a 
linguistically complex text like those commonly found among the classics. It is in the 
‘‘during reading’’ stage that readers begin to unlock the text and make inferences that 
personalize the text. This reflective process does not end when a reader completes a 
text. Rather, it is the beginning of this reflective process. In the next chapter we will 
examine after-reading activities and their usefulness in addressing larger thematic and 
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global questions. Through this reflective process readers continue to discover personal 
and emotional connections with the text they read. 


