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Creating Graphic Novels 
 

Many students readily admit that they learn better when they associate pictures with the 
words in a book. Figure 3.1 is a template to use to have students create their own graphic 
novels. Figure 3.2 shows an example of how a graphic novel can be used created by Brad’s 
student Joanna Nika, and Exhibit 3.7 provides a lesson plan. Brad used this strategy with his 
class when they were reading The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne. The original text of 
The Scarlet Letter can be very difficult to read, but by using the graphic novel format, students 
who were initially turned off or were having trouble gaining a deeper understanding of the text 
were able to understand greater details of the story. Providing students with the opportunity to 
draw and visualize the reading as they see fit helps students to further understand and process 
the story. By using this form of visual learning, students increase their understanding and 
metacognitive thinking. 
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Figure 3.1 Graphic Novel Template
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Figure 3.2 Graphic Novel Example 
Scarlet Letter Graphic Novel 
 
Label each cell as a separate chapter. Give each cell a caption and draw a picture representing 
each chapter. 
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