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Character Bookmarks 
 
‘‘Keeping all of those characters straight is making me nuts!’’ cried Terrence a 12th grader in a 
large group discussion of King Lear. Oral review in large group class discussion was insufficient 
for students to recognize and connect the characters in a given text. Both efficient and 
struggling readers often express difficulty in keeping the characters straight in a complex text 
like a Shakespeare play, a Homer epic, or an Austen novel. Of course, recognizing and 
internalizing the roles of the characters is an important element as the students work toward 
the comprehension of a given text. Although charts, diagrams, and class discussions do aid the 
students to retain all of the characters’ roles and relationships in a given text, they still struggle. 
This is where the character bookmark can be a handy tool for the students as they read through 
a text. As we used character bookmarks, we discovered that the accessibility as the students 
read and the visual images supported the students as they internalized the characters’ roles. 
Using character bookmarks allows students to maintain an understanding about the characters 
of a story by listing the names and traits of the characters on the bookmark they are using in 
the classroom. Character bookmarks were a discovery that Katie made when she taught 
Dickens’s Great Expectations. The students complained that it was difficult to keep the 
characters straight in the novel. This handy tool aids the students in understanding the roles of 
the characters. Figure 3.3 is a template, and Figures 3.4 and Figure 3.5 offer some examples. 
Exhibit 3.10 shows the lesson plan for this tool.  
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