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Words in Action 
 

This next lesson is a staple in our classrooms. Students enjoy the creative challenge of creating 
dramatic interpretations. See Exhibit 6.9 for a lesson plan. 

 
The word diagram lesson plan in Exhibit 6.10 requires students to examine word origins and 
meanings. This understanding must be internalized so that they are able to physicalize and 
represent the word. The kinesthetic aspects of this lesson are designed expressly for students 
to internalize the vocabulary they are learning. 
 
When students do not understand an author’s vocabulary, as is the case in many of the 
literature classics, they face obstacles in comprehension. As discussed earlier, good vocabulary 
instruction introduces useful and important words that enhance understanding of a text. With 
frequent exposure to the vocabulary, students are more likely to include the new words in their 
personal vocabulary. The diagrams in Figures 6.1 and 6.2 promote students’ understanding of 
word origins, relationships between words, and word structures. The circling words lesson in 
Exhibit 6.11 offers a tool for teaching specific vocabulary words. 
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