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Invading Words 
 

The English language is filled with words that come from different languages. When Britain was 
invaded by the Normans in 1066, the invading army, led by William the Conqueror, brought 
their language as well—Norman-French. As a result, many words that are part of our modern 
English were introduced almost one thousand years ago. See Exhibit 6.5 for a lesson plan. 
 
As discussed earlier, the origins of words add to students’ growing vocabulary. Not only did the 
Anglo-Saxons influence our language, but the Norman-French and Scandinavians did as well. 
Katie regularly shared the handouts in Exhibits 6.6 through 6.8 with her eleventh-grade British 
literature students so that they could see the foreign influences on the English language. 
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