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Anglo-Saxon Vocabulary 
 

The lessons that follow illustrate the influences that other languages have had on English. Most 
of the lessons are like puzzles that the students need to solve.  
 
Before the Norman invasion in 1066, the Angles and Saxons ruled. Despite the influences of 
foreign words, over 25 percent of our English vocabulary comes from the language of the 
Angles and Saxons. Many of our basic words are of Anglo-Saxon origin, as shown in Exhibit 6.2. 
In studying word origins, students learn more about our language and add to their growing 
vocabulary. The more students know about vocabulary, the more they can improve reading 
comprehension. See the handouts in Exhibits 6.3 and 6.4. 
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