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Putting the Strategies into Action 
 

After much consideration, we decided not to offer suggested timelines for the instructional 
plans because classrooms always differ. One class could complete Romeo and Juliet in five 
weeks, and another might take longer. The teacher in the classroom knows the students better 
than anyone else and can better judge the time that activities will take. The purpose of this 
chapter is to illustrate direct applications of the strategies that are outlined in the previous 
chapters. 
 
Instructional Plan for Teaching Romeo and Juliet to All Students 
Pre-Reading 
Anticipation Guides. As described in Chapter Two, the students make predictions about the text 
in anticipation guides. A full anticipation guide for all five acts of Romeo and Juliet is included 
here. 
 
During Reading 
Character Diaries and Character Bookmarks.  Promoting student connections and engagement 
with canonical literature can be challenging. Both of these writing activities promote personal 
connections, as the students step into the role of a character that they selected from a text. 
Character Bookmarks. Keeping all those characters straight in a Dickens novel is never easy. 
Templates and student samples of bookmarks are included for Romeo and Juliet. 
 
After Reading 
Making Memories. This scrapbooking activity, as described in Chapter Four, is designed to 
promote visualization and extend students’ understanding of the play. Templates, suggested 
pages, and guidelines for Romeo and Juliet are shared. 
 
Pre-Reading Anticipation Guide for Romeo and Juliet 
Act 1, Scene 1  
Before you read, predict which of the statements about scene 1 is accurate. Write Yes in the 
‘‘before’’ column if you predict the statement to be accurate. As you read scene 1, write Yes in 
the ‘‘after’’ column if the play proves the statement and No if the play disproves the statement. 
In the line numbers column, write the number of the line(s) on which you found the answer. 
 
Synopsis. The action in Romeo and Juliet occurs over a five-day period. It is Sunday morning in 
the public street in Verona, Italy. 
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At one point in this scene, Sampson and Gregory plan their fight strategy in a whispered 
conversation that only they and the audience can hear. This conversation is called an aside.  
 
What information do these servants give in their aside? 
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Act 2, Scenes 1 and 2 
Romeo and Juliet takes place in five days; scenes 1 and 2 take place on a Sunday. The setting is 
outside the Capulet mansion in Verona, Italy. Montague characters are Romeo, Benvolio, and 
Mercutio; Capulet characters are Juliet and the Nurse. 
 
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 

 
Juliet makes a speech that the audience can hear. This is referred to as a soliloquy.  
 
What does Juliet reveal in this speech? 
 
Act 3, Scene 1  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No on the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
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Predict what you think will happen in the next scene. 
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Act 3, Scene 2 
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
It is Monday afternoon, immediately after the deaths of Mercutio and Tybalt. The scene takes 
place in the Capulets’ orchard. 
 

 
Act 3, Scene 3  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No on the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
The setting is on Monday afternoon in Friar Laurence’s cell in Verona, Italy. 
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Act3, Scenes  4 and 5  
Before you read the scenes, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No on the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
The action of scene 4 takes place on Monday night at the Capulets’ house. The setting of scene 
5 is the balcony outside Juliet’s bedroom, which overlooks the Capulets’ orchard. 
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Act 4, Scene 1  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No on the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
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The scene takes place at Friar Laurence’s cell on Tuesday morning. 
 

 

 
 
Act 4, Scene 2  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict if each statement is true or not. In the 
‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think the 
statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the text 
proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions!  
 
The scene takes place Tuesday afternoon in the Capulets’ home. 
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Act 4, Scene 3 
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
The action continues in the Capulets’ home. 
 

 
 
Act 4, Scene 4  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
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The action continues at the Capulets’ home. 

 
 
Act 4, Scene 5 
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict if each statement is true or not. In the 
‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think the 
statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the text 
proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
The action continues at the Capulets’ home, in Juliet’s bedroom. 
 

 
 
Act 5, Scene 1  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
The scene takes place on a street in Mantua, Italy. 
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Act 5, Scene 2  
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
It is now Thursday at Friar Laurence’s cell. 
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Act 5, Scene 3 
Before you read the scene, read the following statements. Some of these statements are true, 
and others are not. As you read each statement, predict whether each statement is true or not. 
In the ‘‘before’’ column, write Yes if you predict the statement is accurate; write No if you think 
the statement is inaccurate. As you read the play, write Yes or No in the ‘‘after’’ column if the 
text proves that the statement is true or not. Don’t forget to read the stage directions! 
 
This scene takes place in the Capulet vault. 
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During Reading 
Character Diaries. The character diary activity is fully described in Chapter Five. 
 
Romeo and Juliet Diaries 
This activity can take place in class or as a homework assignment. 
 
Objective: To draw personal connections to the main characters. To interpret and analyze a 
character and its effects on the plot and theme of the play. 
 
Materials: Construction paper, staplers, twine, hole punch, and notebook paper. 
 
Step 1. The students should make a diary using the construction paper for the covers. They can 
bind them with either a hole punch or stapler. 
 
Step 2. Distribute the accompanying handout and instruct the students to choose either Option 
A or B. 
 
Step 3. The students can either write in class given or this can be as a homework assignment. 
 
Step 4. Once the students have completed their reading of the play, they can share their diaries 
with their classmates in small groups. They can compare their diaries and discover how their 
interpretations of the characters may be similar or different. Another option for sharing the 
diary entries is to pair off the students and share their entries as Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Character Diary Activity: Romeo and Juliet 
 
Option A 
Write a diary for Juliet and include the following entries: 
 
1. Pretend that you are Juliet and write a diary entry that describes Juliet’s attitudes and 
feelings after the second balcony scene with Romeo. 
 

2. Write a second entry while Juliet is waiting for the Nurse to return with Romeo’s message. 
 
3. Write a third entry after Juliet hears that Romeo has killed Tybalt. 
 
4. Write a fourth entry after Capulet tells Juliet that she must marry Paris. 
 
5. Write a fifth entry just before Juliet drinks the sleeping potion. 
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Option B 
Write a diary for Romeo and include the following entries: 
 
1. Assume that you are Romeo and write a diary entry that describes your attitudes and feelings 
after the balcony scene with Juliet. 
 
2. Write a second entry that tells how Romeo felt right after he killed Tybalt. 
 
3. Write a third entry that tells how Romeo felt when he was alone in Mantua. 
 
4. Write a fourth entry after Romeo has been told by Balthasar that Juliet is dead. 
 
5. Write a fifth entry right after Romeo killed Paris and before he kills himself. 
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Character Bookmarks 
The character bookmark activity is fully described in Chapter Three. 
 
Objective: To understand the relationships between characters in Shakespeare’s Romeo and 
Juliet. 
 
Materials: Construction paper, yarn or string, markers, crayons, colored pencils, hole punch. 
 
Step 1. Explain to the students that they will create bookmarks for Romeo and Juliet. The 
purpose of these bookmarks is to help them keep track of all of the characters in the play. As 
they read the play, instruct the students to record each character on their bookmark as they 
encounter them in the play. 
 
Step 2. Give the students half a sheet of 8.5-by-11-inch construction paper and have them cut it 
in half. Take the half sheet and fold it in half (the long way/vertical). Punch a hole in the top and 
use some yarn to make a tassel. 
 
Step 3. The template can be drawn on the chalkboard or it can be reproduced and displayed on 
an overhead projector. Not all of the characters are listed. This is just a template to get the 
students started. They can also add important quotes or symbols on one side and leave the 
characters on the other. 
 
After Reading 
Making Memories: A Scrapbooking Adventure for Romeo and Juliet 
 
Objective: To promote visualization and extend students’ understanding of Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Materials: Three-ring folders, construction paper, colored paper, markers, colored pencils, tape, 
glue, stencils. 
 
Step 1. This project could be completed during class time or it could be assigned for homework. 
The templates that are included in Chapter Four can be used for this project. 
 
Step 2. Brainstorm with the students the key scenes or characters from the play. 
 
Step 3. Instruct the students to select about five scenes or events. Character pages are also a 
valuable component for the scrapbook. (Refer to the ‘‘Key Scenes of Romeo and Juliet’’ 
handout). 
 
Step 4. Once the pages are completed, the students are to bind their scrapbook pages and 
share them with their classmates. 
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Key Scenes in Romeo and Juliet for Scrapbook 
Act 1, scene 1: The opening violence and fight between the families (provides much-needed 
background information) 
 
Act 2, scene 2: The balcony scene (shows the emotions of the young lovers) 
 
Act 3, scene 1: The death of Mercutio 
 
Act 3, scene 5 (part 1): The morning when Romeo must leave, for he has been banished from 
Verona for murdering Mercutio 
 
Act 3, scene 5 (part 2): The Capulets tell Juliet that she must marry Paris 
 
Act 5, scene 3: Juliet’s suicide 
 

 
 


