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Rapping Up the Story 
 

At the beginning of the year, when Brad taught his World Literature class, he had 
the students complete an interest inventory. He found that many of his students 
had an interest in hip-hop, or rap. As a result, when students were finished studying 
The Epic of Gilgamesh, Brad decided to have the students write, develop, and 
perform raps about the epic tale as a form of assessment of learning. 
 
By summarizing canonical literature in a rap or poem, students can communicate 
their own understanding of the tale in musical performance art that they are 
comfortable with. Rap can be used as a form of auditory learning that challenge 
students to communicate the epic tales in their own words. Exhibit 4.11 presents 
lesson plan for Rapping Up the Story Project, and Exhibit 4.12 gives a rubric for the 
project. 
 
The Epic of Gilgamesh Project 
For this assignment, write a poem, song, or rap about The Epic of Gilgamesh or a 
scene from The Epic of Gilgamesh. Your song must have at least four verses and 
draw specific correlation to story. Your poem, song, or rap must be displayed on a 
poster. 
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