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Creative Writing 
 

Creative writing provides students with the opportunity to respond freely and create their own 
text world. Often creative writing is omitted from the English and language arts curriculum 
because it is deemed nonessential. We beg to differ. Through creative writing students gain the 
vital skills and ability to create text worlds as they experience and read classic literature. All 
writing, whether creative or academic, teaches kids how to express their ideas, which is an 
essential skill as our adolescent students mature into adult members of a democratic society. 
Creative writing provides students with the opportunity to respond freely and create their own 
text world. Often creative writing is omitted from the English and language arts curriculum 
because it is deemed nonessential. We beg to differ. Through creative writing students gain the 
vital skills and ability to create text worlds as they experience and read classic literature. All 
writing, whether creative or academic, teaches kids how to express their ideas, which is an 
essential skill as our adolescent students mature into adult members of a democratic society. 
The following creative writing activity uses Marlowe’s poem, ‘‘Come With Me and Be My Love’’ 
and Raleigh’s response, ‘‘The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd.’’ 
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Some additional tips for ‘‘Come With Me and Be My Love’’ creative writing lessons. 
 
Group Pairings for ‘‘Come with Me and Be My Love’’? 
Directions: Assign each writing team of three students either a plea or a response. The idea 
here is to mimic how poets like Marlowe and Raleigh responded to each other’s work. Exhibit 
5.5 suggests some possible plea and response pairings for the students. 
 
Casting characters 
Casting characters is an after-reading activity that prompts readers to delve into the details of 
characterization. By assuming the role of famous movie producers, the students are 
encouraged to cast an imaginary production of a recently read text. Exhibit 5.6 uses Arthur 
Miller’s The Crucible as an example. 
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Another strategy for the exploration of character is the character resume. As an after-reading 
activity, the students can select a major character from a given text and create a resume. 
Through this activity the students delve deeply into a character’s attributes, skills, and talents 
and discover more about characterization. Figures 5.1 and 5.2 are templates that can be used in 
the classroom for the character resume activity. 
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