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Character Diaries 
 

If students are to succeed academically, we must engage them academically. 
Brad had this in mind when he was teaching The Epic of Gilgamesh and used responses to a 
journal prompt to assess his students’ involvement and engagement with the text. When the 
students walked in the room, he asked them to respond to the following question: 
How are you enjoying reading The Epic of Gilgamesh so far? What is your favorite or least 
favorite part of the epic? One student replied, ‘‘I don’t get the story . . . it’s really confusing.’’ 
Upon reflection, Brad realized that he needed to find a way to further engage the students. As a 
result, he decided to have the students write character diaries. A character diary is a journal 
entry taken specifically from the point of view of one of the characters in the story. When 
writing a character diary, students’ diary entries should reflect the unique qualities of the 
character, including rank or social position, sex, temperament, and personality. Character 
diaries allow students to express their understanding of the text in their own words through the 
point of view of one character. Here is an example from a student’s journal: 

 

See the rubric in Exhibit 5.11 for a tool to evaluate character diaries. Following is an example of 
a character diary assignment for Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 
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Writing as response to reading literature is a powerful tool. Through writing students are 
encouraged to consider the texts that they read in a reflective stance. New discoveries about 
character, plot, and theme can be made through writing activities. Vocabulary is also taught 
through all stages of the reading process: before, during, and after reading. Chapter Six 
presents teaching activities that address vocabulary issues when teaching the classics in an 
inclusive classroom. In this setting it is even more critical to appeal to different learning styles 
and provide creative and eclectic teaching and learning activities. 
 


