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AGENDA FOR TODAY 
College and Career Readiness Skills and the 
21st Century  Skills 

The Role of Essential Questions and Inquiry in 
the Common Core 

Strategies that promote student centered 
learning and inquiry to develop career and 
college readiness in students. 

Creating a Needs Analysis for the transition 
to Common Core State Standards 

SOME GUIDING 
QUESTIONS  

(ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS) 

Why does inquiry matter to the 
development of critical thinking skills? 

How do we create teaching and learning 
experiences that build 21st century skills? 

What do we already know about  
Common Core State Standards? 
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What do we know about CCSS?  
The 21st Century 3 Rs 

Designed to be robust, relevant, and 
rigorous. 

Robust: higher level thinking 

Relevant: engagement, student 
involvement, brain-based research 

Rigorous: high expectations, critical thinking, 
challenging thinking 

WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED: 

Prescribe specific instructional strategies 
and/or curriculum. 

Interventions for students who are 
performing below grade level or who have 
special needs. 

Support for English Language Learners (ELL) 

Why were Common Core State Standards  
created and how do they impact today’s 

classrooms? 

Intended to create greater consistency for 
student performance and expectations 
among states. 

NAEP data indicates that the majority of 
students are not college and career ready. 

Why were Common Core State Standards  
created and how do they  

impact today’s classrooms? 
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21st Century Skills 
 

• PROBLEM SOLVING 

• TEAM WORK 

• ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

• RESEARCH 

• CRITICAL THINKING 

Planning for Implementation 

Literacy Plan 

Technology Plan 

Long-Rage Articulated               
Professional Development Plan 
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Mathematics Example 

Why is it structured in this way? 

What does the language suggest? 

What do you learn about the  
Standards in the introduction? 

What information and why is  
the information included in the appendices? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 

 

 

Activity: As You Read the Standards 

Top Differentiation Strategies 

• Pre-assessment 

• Curriculum 
Compacting 

• 5 Most Difficult First 

• Flexible Grouping 

• Questioning 

• Open-Ended Tasks 

• Tiering 

• Learning Contracts 

• Choice Boards 

•  Independent Projects 

Let’s look at an ELA standard and how it is broken down.  
Where would we differentiate in developing these skills? 

 

W.1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.SECOND GRADE: 1. Write opinion pieces in which they 
introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, 
use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 
concluding statement or section. 
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Let’s Try Another…. 
Third Grade  
Mathematics 

We are going to look at 
the standards and 

identify the technology 
integration 

They (students) use technology and digital media 
strategically and capably. 
 
Students employ technology thoughtfully to enhance their 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use. They 
tailor their searches online to acquire useful information 
efficiently, and they integrate what they learn using 
technology with what they learn  
offline. They are familiar with  
the strengths and limitations  
of various technological tools  
and mediums and can select  
and use those best suited to  
their communication goals. 
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Global Citizenship Experience 

www.globalcitizenshipexperience.com 

 

 

pesnua.blogspot.com 
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Connection to CCSS 

Using technology to 
develop writing skills is 

one of the writing 
anchor standards. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, and 
style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and to interact 
and collaborate with others. 

Connections to CCSS 

6 
Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with 
o t h e r s ; d e m o n s t r a t e 
suff ic ient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of three pages in a 
single sitting. 

7 
Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and link 
to and cite sources as well 
a s t o i n t e r a c t a n d 
collaborate with others, 
including linking to and 
citing sources. 

8 
Use technology, including 
the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and 
present the relationships 
between information and 
ideas efficiently as well 
as t o i n t e rac t and 
collaborate with others. 
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Connections to CCSS 

9-10 
Use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and update individual 
or shared writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s capacity to link 
to other information and to display 
information flexibly and dynamically. 

11-12 
Use technology, including the Internet, 
to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in 
response to ongoing feedback, 
i n c l u d i n g n e w a r g u m e n t s o r 
information. 

Speaking and Listening 

2.  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats,   
 including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 
5.  Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 

 information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

New technologies have broadened and expanded 
the role that speaking and listening play in 
acquiring and sharing knowledge and have 
tightened their link to other forms of 
communication. The Internet has accelerated 
the speed at which connections between 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing can be 
made, requiring that students be ready to use 
these modalities nearly simultaneously. 
Technology itself is changing quickly, creating a 
new urgency for students to be adaptable in 
response to change. 

There are so many tools 
out there… 

• CREATE A TECHNOLOGY PLAN 

• Technology Director (Look at the Private 
Sector) 

• STEM grants 

• Wiring for Power 

• Netbooks, IPADS, Laptops 
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Technology Plan 
 

• Think-Pair-Share 

• How does technology impact 
instruction? 

• How does your school use technology 
as a means to support and enhance 
teaching and learning? 

• Learning with the Teachers and Students 

• Our Classrooms Need to Mirror the Paradigm Shift 
of the 21st Century 

 
 
WHAT ABOUT LITERACY? 

Literacy Plan 
What is the literacy plan for your school? 

How does your literacy plan develop students’ 
skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
language in all content areas? 

How does your school address textual 
complexity? 

How do teachers address literacy skills in  
each content area? 
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Creating a Literacy Plan Template for  
Literacy Plan Implementation 

What we often see in classrooms 
•  Extensive copying from blackboards 

•  Unchallenged comprehension work (CCSS-Textual Complexity) 

•  Students encounter a minimal range of texts 

•  Reading is limited 

•  Writing is limited 

•  Reference materials 

•  Worksheets 

•  Speaking and listening opportunities are limited 

 

School Literacy Plan 
• The development of the school literacy 

plan is an opportunity to address these 
practices. 

• More effectively use data to create 
differentiated instruction experiences for 
diverse readers. 

 



3/4/13 

10 

START  
 

DATE PLANNING TOPIC AND TASKS COMPLETION 
 

DATE 
 

Select committee members 

Schedule meeting times and places 

Meet and lay groundwork 

Develop mission statement 

Assess current technology 

Conduct needs assessment 

Analyze data and make recommendations 

Establish goals and objectives 

Develop a technology action plan 

Plan implementation schedule  

Establish evaluation methods 

Secure funding options 

Submit final draft for internal review 

Finalize the plan 

Get approved by the local school board 

Submit the plan for state approval 

Long-Range Articulated  
Professional Development Plan 

What challenges are we facing in 
developing long-range professional 

development plans? 

What strategies can we use to maximize 
professional development resources? 

 

Some suggestions and strategies 

Additional Resources 

• I post many CCSS resources on my website and in 
a monthly newsletter.  You may sign up for the 
newsletter at www.KatherineMcKnight.com 

• Two new books: CCSS, ELA, grades 9-12 (Pearson) 

Available on Amazon  
and at 
www.KatherineMcKnight.
com 
 
May 2013 
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Although This May Seem 
Overwhelming… 

Imagine classrooms that are 
student centered where we 
are focusing on SKILLS and 
teachers and curriculum 
specialists are partnering  

to make this happen. 

 


