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What	
  We	
  Will	
  Do	
  In	
  This	
  Session	
  

•  Making	
  Thinking	
  and	
  Reading	
  Visible	
  to	
  
Support	
  Struggling	
  Readers.	
  

•  Explore	
  Great	
  Informa1onal	
  Text	
  Resources.	
  
•  Using	
  Text	
  Circles	
  in	
  the	
  Classroom	
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Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards,	
  2010,	
  p.	
  5.	
  

What	
  do	
  these	
  
numbers	
  mean?	
  

INTEGRATING	
  	
  
INFORMATIONAL	
  TEXT	
  	
  
INTO	
  THE	
  CURRICULUM	
  

	
  
	
  

The	
  five	
  Es	
  are:	
  engage,	
  explore,	
  
explain,	
  elaborate,	
  and	
  

evaluate.	
  



7/1/15	
  

3	
  

Engage	
  
	
  
•  The	
  teacher	
  and	
  
students	
  can	
  the	
  
engage	
  segment	
  by	
  
comple1ng	
  
something	
  like	
  a	
  K-­‐
W-­‐L	
  (i.e.,	
  what	
  you	
  
know,	
  what	
  you	
  
want	
  to	
  know,	
  what	
  
you	
  learned).	
  

Explore	
  

•  Assign	
  students	
  
flexible	
  learning	
  
groups	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  
explore	
  the	
  topic	
  
and	
  ques1on.	
  

Explain	
  

Students	
  make	
  
connec1ons	
  to	
  what	
  
they	
  previously	
  learned	
  
and	
  to	
  new	
  informa1on.	
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Elaborate	
  

Students	
  first	
  learn	
  
everyday	
  words	
  when	
  
concepts	
  are	
  introduced	
  
and	
  then	
  more	
  advanced	
  
vocabulary	
  to	
  connect,	
  
explain,	
  and	
  broaden	
  
their	
  understanding	
  of	
  
new	
  informa1on.	
  

Evalua1on	
  

•  Evalua1on	
  can	
  be	
  embedded	
  throughout	
  the	
  
lessons.	
  For	
  example,	
  the	
  teachers	
  can	
  assess	
  
whether	
  students	
  are	
  learning	
  key	
  concepts	
  
by	
  listening	
  to	
  students'	
  ques1ons	
  and	
  
comments	
  during	
  whole-­‐class	
  and	
  small-­‐group	
  
discussions.	
  The	
  teachers	
  can	
  also	
  examine	
  
student	
  learning	
  logs	
  or	
  notebooks.	
  

Literacy	
  Partners	
  

h_p://goo.gl/OS4ASj	
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Read	
  Like	
  a	
  Historian	
  

h_p://goo.gl/HE6S3I	
  

Differentiating Texts 

Selecting and adapting texts to 
differentiate information to meet 
the needs of diverse readers. 

Making students better readers in 
your subject area. 

Using efficient and engaging 
activities that add to content 
learning. 

Strategies: One-Page Wonder 
According to Daniels and Steineke, 
One-Page Wonders (OPW) allows us to: 
 
•  Provide texts that are interesting 
•  Keep in-class reading time short 
• Allow for efficient practice of 

comprehension and discussion 
strategies 
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Finding OPWs 
•  Interesting and relevant to kids 

•  Surprising, puzzling, funny, quirky, or weird 

•  Invite the reader to visualize places, faces, and events 

•  Feature people you can get interested in 

•  Are complex enough to justify time and thought 

•  Offer background knowledge in your content area 

•  Contain open-ended or debatable issues that invite 
lively discussion 

Text	
  Circles	
  

▸	
  Small	
  groups	
  are	
  formed	
  based	
  on	
  student	
  
choice.	
  Grouping	
  is	
  by	
  text	
  choices,	
  not	
  by	
  
“ability”	
  or	
  other	
  tracking.	
  	
  
▸	
  	
  Members	
  write	
  notes	
  that	
  help	
  guide	
  both	
  
their	
  reading	
  and	
  their	
  discussion.	
  	
  
	
  

•  Visualize:	
  Making	
  pictures	
  of	
  mental	
  
images	
  or	
  sensory	
  images	
  as	
  they	
  
read.	
  	
  
•  Connect:	
  The	
  reader	
  and	
  experience	
  
connec1on.	
  	
  
• QuesJon:	
  Interroga1ng	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  
•  Infer:	
  predict,	
  interpret,	
  synthesize.	
  	
  



7/1/15	
  

7	
  

▸	
  	
  Evaluate:	
  Cri1que	
  and	
  make	
  judgments.	
  	
  
▸	
  	
  Analyze:	
  Examining	
  the	
  author’s	
  crah.	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  1me	
  for	
  mini-­‐lessons	
  about	
  
targeted	
  content.	
  
▸	
  	
  Recall:	
  Retell,	
  summarize,	
  and	
  remember.	
  	
  
▸	
  	
  Self-­‐monitor:	
  Using	
  individual	
  skill	
  set	
  to	
  
understand	
  and	
  interpret	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  
▸	
  	
  Overcome	
  obstacles	
  independently	
  	
  
	
  

TextProject.org	
  

Read	
  Aloud	
  Favorites	
  
h_p://goo.gl/Tn0czy	
  



7/1/15	
  

8	
  

Kelly	
  Gallagher	
  Ar1cle	
  of	
  the	
  Week	
  
h_p://goo.gl/NGC9KS	
  

The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  	
  
Learning	
  Network	
  
	
  
h_p://goo.gl/dqT9iI	
  
	
  

Newsela	
  
h_ps://www.newsela.com	
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ThinkCERCA	
  
h_p://www.thinkcerca.com	
  

Create	
  a	
  Free	
  
Account	
  and	
  
go	
  to	
  “Quick	
  
CERCAs”	
  	
  

How to Reach Me: 
	
  
 
Email: Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com 
 
Website: www.KatherineMcKnight.com 
 
Twitter: @literacyworld 
 
 
Facebook: Katie McKnight Literacy 
 
 
For more materials and updated powerpoint,  
see my blog at www.KatherineMcKnight.com 
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