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Centers…Not	
  Just	
  	
  
for	
  Primary	
  Grades	
  
Ka:e	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  

What We Will Do In This Session 

Examine different strategies 
for developing content 
literacy skills in 6th-12th grade 
through centers. 
 
Witness classrooms across 
the United States where 
students are using centers for 
engaging teaching and 
learning. 
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What is Content Literacy? 

Generally defined as  
 
“the ability to use reading and 
writing for the acquisition of new 
content in a given discipline”  

 
 

(McKenna & Robinson, 1990, p. 184) 
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Assumptions Underlying  
Content Literacy 

Subject Matter 
Role of the 

Textbook 
Active Readers 
Independent 

Readers 
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Where	
  is	
  Content	
  Informa:on	
  Stored? 

Reference books 
Textbooks 

Primary Sources 
Charts 

Web Pages 
Images 

Formulas 
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Read a Wide Variety of Texts 

Students must read in every class. 
 

Provide students with varied and engaging texts. 
 

Use strategies that support struggling readers. 
 

Your classroom and school must provide abundant 
access of engaging and diverse reading materials. 
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What are Learning Centers? 
 
Learning Centers are locations that 
a teacher designs for students to 
work in small groups or individually. 
 
Each center has a clearly 
articulated learning activity.  
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Getting Started: A Checklist 

Write out all directions 
for the students for 
each center. 
 
Explain procedures 
and have them written 
out and posted in your 
classroom. 

1 

2 
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Getting Started: A Checklist 
Create a “make up 
center” at the end 
of the rotation so 
that students can 
complete any 
unfinished work.  
Review and revision 
are key in the 
development of 
literacy skills sets. 

3

10	
  ©	
  Katherine	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Getting Started: A Checklist (cont.) 

The teacher should circulate among 
the groups to facilitate answers and 
questions about the work. 
Formal assessment occurs when the 
students have finished the unit. 
When possible, give students a choice 
at each center. 

I like to make a poster for each center. 
Let’s look at a model for learning centers. 
 

4 
5 
6 
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A Classroom Picture 
Sample Stations for First Rotation 

Vocabulary 
Activity 

Practice 
With 

Content 

Reading 
Strategy 

Listening or 
Viewing 
Center 

Content 
Study 

Make Up 
Center 
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McKnight c06.tex V2 - 07/16/2014 2:07pm Page 171

Directions: Write or draw the vocabulary word in the center circle, and then follow the prompts to fill
out the vocabulary map.

Name: Class:

WHAT IS IT?

EXAMPLES NON-EXAMPLES

Definition:

I can find this word . . . This word reminds me of . . .

Word or
Concept:

y p

Name: Class:

WHAT IS IT?

WHAT IS IT LIKE? WHAT IS IT NOT LIKE?

  Word:

EXAMPLES

Name: Class:

WHAT IS IT?

EXAMPLES NON-EXAMPLES

Definition:

Illustration:

Word or
Concept:

Name: Class:

WHAT IS IT?

Vocabulary word:

Synonym: Part of speech:

Picture or icon
of vocabulary word:

Antonym: Sentence using the vocabulary word:

Learning Center Station:
Vocabulary

Figure 6.2 Learning Center Station: Vocabulary
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Learning Center Station:
Request

Stopping
point 1

Stopping
point 2

Stopping
point 4

Stopping
point 3

REQUEST

Directions: Read the assigned text and stop reading as requested by your teacher. At each stopping
point you will create questions to ask your teacher. Write down as many questions as you can. Do
this for each stopping point.

Name: Class:

1. Preview text prior to reading.

2. Discuss background information and vocabulary.

3. Ask questions about the text.

4. Read to stopping point. Next, write down and ask as many questions as you can.

5. Close your book, it’s time for your teacher to ask you questions.

6. Repeat for each stopping point.

Figure 6.3 Learning Center Station: Request
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Learning Center Station:
Discussion Center

Directions: Choose one of the two options to complete as a group.

OPTION 2

OPTION 1

IN THE BOOK

RIGHT THERE

THINK AND SEARCH

IN MY HEAD

AUTHOR AND ME

ON MY OWN

QUESTION ANSWER RELATIONSHIPS

In the book QARs In my head QARs

RIGHT THERE
Answer in the text

AUTHOR AND YOU 
Answer not in the story

THINK AND SEARCH
Put it together

ON MY OWN
Don’t even have to have
read the story

TAPPING PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
WHAT I ALREADY KNOW:

I AM REMINDED OF:

THIS RELATES TO:

ASKING QUESTIONS
WHAT IF:

I WONDER:

HOW COME:

PREDICTING
I PREDICT:

I THINK:

IF:

VISUALIZING
I CAN SEE IN MY MIND:

I CAN PICTURE:

IF THIS WERE A MOVIE:

QUESTION ANSWER RELATIONSHIPS, CONTINUED

Figure 6.13 Learning Center Station: Discussion Center
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More	
  Center	
  Materials	
  
hOp://goo.gl/qe57cR	
  

16	
  ©	
  Katherine	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  	
  	
  	
  

©	
  Katherine	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  	
  	
  	
   17	
  

Centers	
  in	
  Ac:on	
  
Social	
  Studies,	
  6th	
  Grade	
  

Centers	
  in	
  Ac:on	
  
7th	
  Grade	
  ELA	
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7th	
  Grade	
  Center	
  Transi:on	
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Contains	
  Center	
  Implementa:on	
  Strategies	
  and	
  Templates	
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USBs	
  with	
  Tons-­‐O	
  Resources	
  
Volume	
  1	
  Literacy	
  Centers	
  
•  Literacy	
  Center	
  Posters	
  
•  70	
  page	
  booklet	
  of	
  
graphic	
  Organizers	
  

•  Mini	
  Lessons	
  for	
  Literary	
  
Analysis,	
  Vocabulary,	
  
and	
  Reading	
  

•  Close	
  Reading	
  	
  
Posters	
  and	
  More!	
  

	
  

Volume	
  2	
  Literature	
  Circle	
  
CENTERS	
  and	
  Young	
  Adult	
  
Literature	
  
•  Book	
  Lists	
  
•  Center	
  Ac:vi:es	
  
Volume	
  3	
  Grammar	
  
•  Got	
  Grammar?	
  Over	
  50	
  
Kinesthe:c	
  Grammar	
  
Mini	
  Lessons	
  

•  Hands	
  on	
  Grammar	
  book	
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Email:	
  Ka@e@KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Website:	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
	
  
TwiOer:	
  @literacyworld	
  
	
  
	
  
Facebook:	
  Ka@e	
  McKnight	
  Literacy	
  
	
  
	
  
See	
  my	
  blog	
  at	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  

How to Reach Me: 
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