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DD05	
  Building	
  Independent	
  
Adventurous	
  Readers	
  with	
  	
  
Young	
  Adult	
  Literature	
  

	
  (Grades	
  5-­‐12)	
  
KaDe	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  

Why	
  Young	
  Adult	
  Literature?	
  
It’s	
  “real	
  reading”	
  
	
  
Offers	
  a	
  genuine	
  and	
  authenDc	
  
reading	
  experience	
  while	
  
developing	
  reading	
  skills	
  and	
  
content	
  knowledge.	
  
	
  
Trade	
  Books/Young	
  Adult	
  
Literature	
  allows	
  for	
  
DifferenDaDon!	
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During	
  the	
  Session	
  I	
  Will	
  Share	
  
Many	
  Book	
  Lists	
  

Some	
  Pointers	
  

•  Students	
  choose	
  their	
  
reading	
  materials.	
  

•  Small	
  Groups	
  are	
  formed,	
  
based	
  on	
  student	
  choice.	
  

•  Grouping	
  is	
  by	
  text	
  choices,	
  
not	
  by	
  “ability”	
  or	
  other	
  
tracking.	
  

•  Groups	
  meet	
  on	
  a	
  regular	
  
schedule.	
  

How	
  to	
  Group	
  Books	
  

•  Theme	
  
•  Subject	
  
•  Mixed	
  Levels	
  for	
  Reading	
  

•  Use	
  an	
  EssenDal	
  QuesDon	
  
– Large	
  quesDon	
  that	
  prompts	
  criDcal	
  thinking.	
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Let’s	
  Try	
  Some	
  Groupings	
  (5the	
  grade)	
  	
  
Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets The second book in the popular Harry Potter series follows Harry and his friends at 

By J.K. Rowling Hogwart's School of Witchcraft and Wizardry in thier third year. 

Hatchet Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when his plane crashes and he must 

By Gary Paulson do everything he can to survive in the wilderness alone. 

The Lightning Thief 

(Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians Book 1) Percy discovers he is the son of Poseidon and sets out on a mission to retrieve a thunder 

By Rick Riordan bolt for the Gods. 

The Lion the Witch and the 
Wardrobe 

(The Chronicles of Narnia 
Book 2) The second book chronicling the adventures of Peter, Lucy, Susan and Edmond in C.S. 

By C.S. Lewis Lewis' classic series. 

Amazing Women Athletes 
Chronicles ten pioneering female athletes, 
with photographs. 

By Jill Bryant 
Let Me Play: The Story Of 
Title IX: The The history of Title IX and women in sports. 
Law That Changed The 
Future Of Girls 
In America 
By Karen Blumenthal 
The Greatest: Muhammad 
Ali The story of boxer Muhammad Ali. 
By Walter Dean Myers 
Uncommon Champions: 
Fifteen Athletes Who 
Battled Back 
 

Fifteen motivating stories about athletes who 
beat the odds. 

By Marty Kaminsky 
86 Years: The Legend of 
the Boston Red Sox 

The story of the Boston Red Sox with 
colorful illustrations. 

By Melinda Boroson 

Artemis Fowl 
Billionaire and criminal mastermind 
12 year old Artemis Fowl 

By Eoin Colfer kidnaps a dangerous fairy. 

A Wrinkle in Time 
The first book in a series about the 
adaventures of Meg Murry and 

By Madeleine L'Engle her little brother Charles. 
Diary of Wimpy Kid (Book 
1) 

Greg's first day of middle school, a 
humorous book in diary form 

By Jeff Kinney with illustrations. 

Little Women 
A classic novel following the lives 
of four sisters, loosley based 

By Louisa May Alcott on the author's family. 

The Angel Factory 
Thomas discovers his family's 
history and identity is not what he 

By Terence Blacker thought it was. 
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DK Biography: Abraham 
Lincoln 

The story of Abraham Lincoln from 
childhood through his 

By Tonya Lee Stone Presidency. 

Before We Were Free 
Anita must leave the Dominican 
Republic in 1960 to escape 

By Julia Alvarez government's secret police. 
Black Potatoes: The Story 
Of The Great Irish 

The story of Irish people during the 
potato famine and thier 

Famine 1845-1850 
struggle to survive. Illustrated with 
black and white engravings. 

By Susan C. Bartoletti 
Corpses, Coffins and 
Crypts: A History of Burial 

The history of burial, from personal 
accounts, historical and 

By Penny Coleman 
anthropoogical research and 
interview with people who work in 
the funeral industry. 


