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AGENDA FOR TODAY

What realities about students does
textual complexity address?

What is textual complexity, as
defined in the Common Core
State Standards?

SOME GUIDING QUESTIONS
(ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS)

What are the expectations of CCSS?
What are not the expectations of CCSS?

How do we build a synergetic context between
CCSS, curriculum, and assessment?
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Textual Complexity

What makes a text complex?

What are factors that can make
a text challenging for students?

Reading Standards for Literature 6-12
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

Grade 6 students: Grade 7 students:

By the end of the year, read and comprehend By the end of the year, raad and comprehend
literature, Including storles, dramas, and poems, In -~ Iteraturs, Including stores, dramas, and poems, In
the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently,  the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently,
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the  with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range. range.

Grade 8 students:

By the end of the year, read and comprehend
Iiterature, Including storles, dramas, and poems, at
the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band
Independently and proficiently.

~

; Determining
/ Textual Complexity
/ is focused on

these three areas:

Qualitative Measures

Quantitative Dimensions

\. Reader Considerations
N\




Qualitative Measures
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Levels of Meaning (literary texis) or
Purpose (informational texts)

Structure
Language Conventionality and Clarity

Knowledge Demands

Quantitative Dimensions

Are aspects that are difficult or
impossible for a person to evaluate
efficiently.

Examples include word length or
frequency, sentence length, and text
cohesion. These are typically
measured by computer software.

Reader Considerations

include motivation, knowledge, and
experiences, while tasks to be
considered take into account purpose,
complexity, and questions.

Assessments made on reader and task
considerations are best done by the
teacher who understands the student’s
knowledge and experiences.




LEVELS OF MEANING

(LITERARY TEXTS) OR PURPOSE (INFORMATIONAL TEXTS)
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INFORMATIONAL

Single level of

LITERARY
Multiple

meaning ¥~ levels

Explicitly stated

Implicit purpose;

purpose »~ may be hidden or

obscure

STRUCTURE

INFORMATIONAL

Simple
Explicit
Conventional

Events related in
chronological order

Traits of @ common
genre

Simple graphics

Graphics unnecessary for
understanding

AV ¥

VvV YV

Y

LITERARY

Complex
Implicit
Unconventional

Events unrelated in
chronological order

Traits specific to a particular
discipline

Sophisticated graphics

Graphics essential to
understanding

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONALITY
AND CLARITY

INFORMATIONAL

Literal

Clear
Contemporary, familiar

Conversational

LITERARY

Figurative or iconic

Ambiguous or purposely
misleading

Archaic or otherwise
unfamiliar

General academic and
domain-specific




KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS:
LIFE EXPERIENCES (Literary Texis)
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INFORMATIONAL

Simple theme

Single themes

Common, everyday
experiences

Single perspective

Perspective(s) like
one's own

L

L

%

>

b

LITERARY

1Céomplex or sophisticated

Multiple themes

Experiences distinctly
different from own

Multiple perspectives

Perspective(s) unlike orin
opposition to one's own

KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS:
CULTURAL/LITERARY KNOWLEDGE

INFORMATIONAL

Everyday knowledge and
familiarity with genre
conventions required

Low intertextuality

LITERARY

Cultural and literary
knowledge useful

High intertextuality

KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS:
CONTENT/DISCIPLINE KNOWLEDGE

INFORMATIONAL

Everyday knowledge and
familiarity with genre
conventions required

Low intertextuality

>

>

LITERARY

Extensive, perhaps
specialized discipline-
specific content knowledge
required

High intertextuality
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LET'S PRACTICE

Step 1: Quantitative Measures\

Measures such as:
Word length
Word frequency
Word difficulty
Sentence length
Text length

Text cohesion

Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

K-1 100L - 500L* =025
2-3 450L—790L 2.0-4.0
4-5 770L - 980L SO=67
6-8 955L—1155L 4.0-8.0
9-10 1080L - 1305L 4.6-10.0
11-CCR 1215L-1355L 4.8-12.0




Finding a Lexile Measure for Text: http://www lexile.com/findabook/

& . . The Lexile” Framework for Reading

Matching readers with texts
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Matching readers with texts P
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About Lexlle Measures  Using Lexile Measures. Tools Research Professional Development
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For texts not in the Lexile database, consider using the Lexile Analyzer:
http://www lexile.com/analyzer/

+ Registration is required (free) @ “The Lexie’ Framennork for Reading
http:/Awww.lexile.com/account/register/ \’ Watching recders wih tets
Allows user to receive an
“estimated” Lexile score
Accommodates texts up to 1000 | GetaLexles Tex Hezsure
words in length : e e e o e it i
Texts of any length can be [

evaluated using the Professional | =
Lexile Analyzer—educators can
upgrade to this tool for free by
requesting access

it/ exil I

i Vi ok




MORE RESOURCES FROM LEXILE LEXILE
M
N 4

Overview video
http://www.lexile.com/about-lexile/lexile-video

What Does the Lexile Measure Mean?
http://lexile.com/m/uploads/downloadablepdfs/
WhatDoesthelexileMeasureMean.pdf

Lexile Measures and the Common Core State Standards
hitp://www lexile.com/using-lexile/lexile-measures-and-the-
ccssi/

KSDE Lexile Resource Page
http://www ksde.org/Default.aspx2tabid=3670

Kansas Lexile Map
http://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx2fileticket=LoE9gJxEzAc
%3d&tabid=36708&mid=8721

Finding a ATOS Book Level for Text:

http://www.arbookfind.com/

AR
BookFinder

Enter Keycode.

= i sy iR R T T

What Books Are Students
in Grades 1-12 Reading?
Click here o leam more about the 2011 report
hat Iists the fop books being read by students

Home | Enalish - Espafiol | About Us | Hell

results, select book s ELE SR e e e e e

r search

!%;AR
.BookFinder-

Home | English - Espaiiol | AboutUs |

Teacher/Librarian

Enter Keycode

Quick Search | Advanced Search ~ Collections

Eewm s e s s e i
want to search for in the blank field above and click G

&

new searct

\What Books Are Students
in Grades 1-12 Reading?

Click here o leam more about the 2011 report | 0|
thatlists the top books being read by students.

s e

results, select book titles to add to your AR BookBag, pnm e

rt your search|
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For texts not in the AR Bookfinder database, consider using The ATOS Analyzer:
http://www.renlearn.com/ar/overview/atos/

No registration is required (however,
you must provide an email address to
receive results)

Three methods of analysis are
available:
1. ATOS for Books — for submitting
complete text of a book

2. ATOS for Books with Estimated
Word Count — does not require full
text, just three 150-word passages

ATOS for Text- works well for
short, full-text submissions (short
stories, magazine/newspaper articles, etc.)

)

3/13/13

Additional Resources for ATOS Book Level Measures:
« Accelerated Reader Website

« “Accelerated Reader and the Common Core State Standards”
http:/doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R004572117 GKC46B.pdf

+ Kansas All Books Connect Website
http:/kansas.bookconnect.com/default.aspx

TO KILL A

Lexile Text Measure: 870L LEXILE

ATOS Book Level: 5.6

HARPER LEE

In which of the text complexity bands would this novel fall?




Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

K1 100L - 500L* 1.0-25
23 450L - 790L 20-4.0

< 45 770L - 980L 30-57__——>
6-8 S k.0-8.0

1080L - 1305L 4.6-10.0

1215L-1355L 4.8-12.0
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/ Step 2: Qualitative Measures

Measures such as:

Levels of meaning

Levels of purpose
Structure

Organization

Language conventionality
Language clarity

Prior knowledge demanty

&
=
@
§
4
S

Here’'s an example

The Qualitative Measures Rubrics for
Literary and Informational Text:
http://www ksde.org/Default.aspx2tabid=4605

The rubric for literary text and the rubric for
informational text allow educators to evaluate the
important elements of text that are often missed
by computer software that tends to focus on
more easily measured factors.

10



Because the factors for literary texts

A LITERARY TEXTS A

are different from information texts,

these two rubrics contain different

content. However, the formatting of
each document is exactly the same.

And because these factors represent
continua rather than discrete stages
or levels, numeric values are not

associated with these rubrics.
Instead, four points along each
continuum are identified: high,
middle high, middle low, and low.
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How is the rubric used?

lens of the Literary Text Rubric?

And how would To Kill a Mockingbird fair when analyzed through the

LITERARY TEXTS

A P 2

HARPER LEE

TEXT COMPLEXITY: QUALITATIVE ME.
LITERARY TEXTS

URES RUBRIC

e et e
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LEVELS OF MEANING
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Mening
TRUCTURE
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/ From examining the quantitative measures, we knew: \

Lexile Text Measure: 8701

ATOS Book Level 5.6

But after ing upon the qualitati , we

a 2

7 Our initial placement of To Kill a Mockingbird into a text complexity

band changed when we examined the qualitative measures.

Remember, however, that we have
completed only the first two legs of the @
text complexity triangle. f
3>
4

Reader and Task /

The reader and task considerations
still remain.

/ Step 3: Reader and Task

Considerations such as:
* Motivation
Knowledge and experience
« Purpose for reading
« Complexity of task assigned

regarding text
« Complexity of questions asked
regarding text

/

12



Here’s an example

Questions for Professional
Reflection on Reader and Task
Considerations:

http://www ksde org/Default.

The questions provided in this

resource are meant to spur teacher
thought and reflection upon the text,
students, and any tasks associated
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with the text.

/_

The questions included here are
largely open-ended questions
without single, correct answers, but
help educators to think through the

NottionndEnoromert e Taskond Text

ir ions of using a particular text
in the classroom.

/ Step 4: Recommended Placement

&
'S
&
$
K
5

After reflecting upon all three legs of
the text complexity model we can
make a final recommendation of
placement within a text and begin to

reference.

document our thinking for future

13



TOJolLLA Lexile Text Measure: 870L

ATOS Book Level: 5.6
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Based upon all the information—all three legs

of the model—the final recommendation for To

TO KILL A Kill a Mockingbird is....

Mockingbird
S

T
7 'Z’«a’i%:;

Text Complexity
Grade Bands

7

V.
B

fd
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COMMON CORE GEORGIA PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
TEXT COMPLEXITY RUBRIC

HOW TO USE THIS RUBRIC

Overview

fubric is intended t in evaluating of atextin order prop

placement of that text vithin the curriculum. The rubric addresses the three aspects of text complexity required for consideration in
endix B: qualitative, quanitative, and reader/task match. Each of these three dimensions inciudes specific

relevant categories, each of which is isted with a short explanation to assist users in making the best possible determination.

Scoring

‘There are 10 dimensions to be scored on the rubric, each of which can receive a score between 0 and 10. The best possible score.
vithin a dimension s 10 points, indicating that the text would be of optimal benefit to students. The best possible overall score for a
textis 100 points. The aggregate text score is interpreted as follows:

80-100 POINTS:  EXTREMELY APPROPRIATE TEXT CHOICE.
OINTS:  ACCEPTABLE TEXT CHOICE

RECONSIDER OR CHANGE GRADE/PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT CHOICE

OINTS:  ELIMINATE OR CHANGE GRADE/PURPOSE OF THIS TEXT CHOICE

14



How to Reach Me:

M Email: Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com
@ Website: www.KatherineMcKnight.com

,‘ Twitter: @literacyworld

ﬂ Facebook: Katie McKnight Literacy

For more materials and updated powerpoint,

see my blog at www.KatherineMcKnight.com
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