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Katherine S. McKnight, Ph.D. 

K-12  
Project Based Learning  

to Meet Indiana  
Common Core State 

Standards 

Look at the standards and determine 
why project learning is a great fit. 

Explore what makes a great question.   
It’s the foundation for a great project. 

Samples and ideas for projects in 
different content areas. 

What We’ll Do in this Session 

What are the expectations of CCSS?   

What are not the expectations of CCSS? 

How do we build a synergetic context between 
CCSS, curriculum, and assessment? 

SOME GUIDING QUESTIONS  
(ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS) 
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What do we already know about  
Common Core State Standards? 

The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a  
state-led effort coordinated by the National Governors 
Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and 
the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). 
 
The standards were developed in collaboration with 
teachers, school administrators, and experts to provide 
a clear and consistent framework to prepare our 
children for college and the workforce. 

Common Core State Standards 
Development 

Designed to be robust, relevant, and rigorous. 

Robust: higher level thinking 

Relevant: engagement, student involvement, 
brain-based research 

Rigorous: high expectations, critical thinking, 
challenging thinking 

What do we know about CCSS? 
The 21st Century 3 Rs 
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Prescribe specific instructional 
strategies and/or curriculum. 

Interventions for students who are 
performing below grade level or who 

have special needs. 

Support for English Language  
Learners (ELL) 

WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED 

Why were  
Common Core  
State Standards  

created and how  
do they  

impact today’s  
classrooms? 

Intended to create greater consistency 
for student performance and 
expectations among states. 

NAEP data indicates that the majority  
of students are not college and  

career ready. 

Why were  
Common Core  
State Standards  

created and how  
do they  

impact today’s  
classrooms? 
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What do we know about readers? 
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MD:  Education Publications Center. 

Students Most At Risk 
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Students Most at Risk 

Why New Standards? 

Students are not reading at levels sufficient for college 
and career readiness in content areas.  

 

Only slightly more than half  
(53%) of the members of the  
2009 high school graduating 
class were ready for college- 

level and workplace training– 

level reading. 

47% 
Not 

Ready 
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46 States + DC Have Adopted the 
Common Core State Standards 

*Minnesota	
  adopted	
  the	
  CCSS	
  in	
  ELA/literacy	
  only	
  

Assessment Consortia 

 
PARCC 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers 

 
and 

 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 

 

Assessment Consortia 

Indiana 

21st Century 
Skills 

 

Problem Solving 
Team Work 

Entrepreneurship 
Research 

Critical Thinking 
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CCSS Framework 

Your curriculum 
and assessment 
are the “guts” 
and CCSS is the 
overall design. 

Close Reading of the 
document is essential.  

Read the Standards and all 
goals. 

 

Discussion, interpretation,  
close reading and analysis  

is necessary. 

FIGURING OUT THE FRAMEWORK 
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Mathematics Example 

Activity 

We are going to move into groups as follows: 

6-8 ELA 

6-8 Mathematics 

3-5 ELA 

3-5 Mathematics 

K-2 ELA 

K-2 Mathematics 

Activity: As You Read the Standards 

Why is it structured in this way? 

What does the language suggest? 

What do you learn about the  
Standards in the introduction? 

What information and why is  
the information included in the appendices? 

Record your responses on the back channel: 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 
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Looking at the Structure  
and Hierarchy of CCSS 

Do the competencies have to 
be taught in the order 
presented in the document? 

Answer: No! The competencies are a 
guideline for ongoing instruction and are 
NOT intended to be units, activities or skills. 
The competencies are NOT intended to be 
a grocery  list of content skills that are 
taught and then checked off. 

STRATEGIES THAT  
SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT  

OF LITERACY SKILLS  
IN ALL CONTENT AREAS 

 Pre Reading 

During Reading 

After Reading 

Vocabulary 

Posing Questions  
and Answers 

Handouts for this session are here: 
http://tinyurl.com/covo5ut 

or scan 

Project-Based Learning to Meet  
Common Core State Standards 
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Some states, like West Virginia have strong Project Based Learning 
initiatives. See their website for some great materials. 

http://tinyurl.com/ckfjm4y 

 
 

 
 

Sample Inquiry Projects are here: http://tinyurl.com/2d7ykva 

 

 

Sample Inquiry Projects 

Common Core 

State Standard 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

Performance Objectives:  What must all students know and 
be able to do as a result of this PBL experience? 
  
Know 
  
Do 



3/13/13	
  

10	
  

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

Driving Question:  State the driving 
question or problem statement for the 
project. The statement should encompass 
all product content and outcomes, and 
provide a central focus for student inquiry. 
Be sure you pose an authentic problem or 
significant question that engages students 
and requires core subject knowledge to 
solve or answer. 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 
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http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

  
Resources:  

  
School-based Individuals: 
  
Technology: 
  
Community: 
  
Materials: 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

Manage the Process: Describe everything 
necessary to ensure targeted learning does occur. 
This may include, but is not limited to, plans related 
to grouping, classroom management, and the 
types of knowledge and skills students should have 
mastered prior to beginning the project. List the 
preparations necessary to differentiate instruction 
for the diverse learners in your classroom. 
  
  

Project Evaluation: How will you and your 
students reflect on and evaluate the project? 

Final Thoughts 

What did you learn today? 

 

How will this impact 
 your teaching? 



3/13/13	
  

12	
  

Email: Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com 

Website: www.KatherineMcKnight.com 

Twitter: @literacyworld 

Facebook: Katie McKnight Literacy 

For more materials and updated powerpoint,  

see my blog at www.KatherineMcKnight.com 

How to Reach Me: 


