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DA23 Innovative 
Differentiation with the 

IPAD k-8 

Katie McKnight, Ph.D. 
 HANDOUTS:	
  	
  www.katherinemcknight.com	
  

In this Session 
We are going to briefly 
discuss how mobile apps 
support differentiation and 
effective classroom 
instruction. 
 
App-O-Rama:  We’re going to 
move FAST to cover 75 Apps 
in 75 Minutes. 
 
Transforming Classroom 
Instruction with iPads. 
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h(p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYLirypK_Yo	
   And	
  a	
  fun	
  reminder	
  about	
  app	
  versa@lity	
  
hCp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhkxDIr0y2U	
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Tenets of Differentiated Instruction 
•  Learning Experiences are based on diagnosis 

of student readiness, interest and/or learning 
profile, 

•  Content, Activities and Products are 
developed in response to varying needs of 
varied learners, 

•  Teaching and Learning are focused on key 
concepts, understandings and skills, 

•  All students participate in "respectful" and 
engaging work, 

•  Teacher and students work together to ensure 
continual engagement and challenge for each 
learner, 

•  The teacher coordinates use of time, space 
and activities, 

Tenets of Differentiated Instruction 
 
•  Flexible grouping ensures consistently fluid 

working arrangements, including whole class 
learning, pairs, triads and quads, student-selected 
groups, teacher-selected groups, and random 
groups, 

•  Time use is flexible in response to student needs, 
•  A variety of management strategies (such as 

learning centers, interest centers, compacting, 
contract, independent study, collegial partnerships, 
tiered assignments, learning buddies, etc.) is used to 
help target instruction to student needs. 

•  Clearly established individual and group criteria 
provide guidance toward success, 

•  Students are assessed in a variety of ways 
appropriate to demonstrate their own thought and 
growth 
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Options for Differentiated Instruction 

English/Language Arts 
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Offers a fully animated 
version Shakespeare’s 
timeless classic.   
 
Cost: $14.99 
 
 

Best for:   Supporting readers who are struggling 
with      unlocking Shakespeare’s text. 
Features: Offers fully animated version of the actual 

     text. 

A new take on the 
timeless classic.  
This is beautifully 
illustrated with 
wonderful 
animations. 
 
Cost: $8.99 
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One of my favorite 
apps since students 
can actually create 
stories with pictures 
through templates. 

Comic Life 

Spel	
  It	
  Rite	
  
Free	
  
	
  

Wurdle	
  
$1.99	
  
	
  

Learn	
  proper	
  spelling	
  
through	
  some	
  seriously	
  cool	
  
games,	
  with	
  tests	
  hiFng	
  
more	
  than	
  3,000	
  of	
  the	
  
most	
  common	
  words.	
  

Both	
  naKve	
  speakers	
  and	
  ESL	
  
students	
  benefit	
  from	
  playing	
  
the	
  fun	
  and	
  engaging	
  wurdle,	
  
as	
  it	
  builds	
  up	
  their	
  vocabulary	
  
and	
  spelling	
  skills.	
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Apps for Research  
Sample from I Annotate 
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Composition Apps 

Cost: 
Free APP 

A Version of  
Magnetic 
Poetry 
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Achiever’s Writing Center 

Best for: Teaching writing skills and strategies 
Cost: Varies 
Features:  New feature called Essay Czar that is 
wonderful for college and high school students.  

Some Reminders about these Apps: 
 

Free APP 
Dictionary.com 

$.99 APP 
Dictionary with Voice 
Many languages are featured 
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Numerous Apps to 
Get our Hands on 

Free Books 

Free Books 
Over 23,000 titles for 
$1.99 

Evernote: This is an amazing 
app for note-taking 

This free APP is my current favorite.   
I use it for note taking and it makes it easier 
to retrieve my notes.   
The app “talks” to all of my mobile devices. 
 



6/6/14	
  

11	
  

Word Play 

Science Apps 
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It Turns Out That There are a 
Ton of Awesome Physics Apps 

Heat, Energy, and Work 

Electricity and Magnetism 
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And, of Course, There’s Angry Birds 

Atlanta Teacher Uses Angry Birds for Physics Lessons - Education 
- GOOD | @scoopit via @NYSLP http://bit.ly/pXYZko 
8 Jul Favorite Retweet Reply  

MORE SCIENCE 
APPS 
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Planets: A Free 
App where 
students can 
view 3D models 
of the planets. 
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Biology Apps 
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The	
  Elements	
  $9.99	
  
	
  It’s	
  the	
  best	
  chemistry	
  app	
  around;	
  nothing’s	
  gonna	
  ever	
  
bring	
  it	
  down.	
  Every	
  single	
  element	
  on	
  the	
  periodic	
  table	
  
bursts	
  to	
  vivid,	
  3-­‐dimensional	
  life,	
  with	
  detailed	
  informaKon	
  
about	
  its	
  properKes	
  and	
  uses.	
  

Mathematics 
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Mental	
  Maths	
  $0.99	
  
	
  Download	
  Mental	
  Maths	
  when	
  looking	
  to	
  train	
  the	
  brain	
  
into	
  serving	
  as	
  a	
  quicker	
  organic	
  calculator	
  through	
  puzzles,	
  
games,	
  and	
  other	
  engagements.	
  

Math	
  Quiz	
  for	
  All	
  Ages	
  $0.99	
  
	
  

Brain	
  Thaw	
  $0.99	
  
	
  

It’s	
  pre(y	
  much	
  exactly	
  what	
  the	
  Ktle	
  says	
  it	
  is	
  —	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  
quizzes	
  about	
  addiKon,	
  subtracKon,	
  mulKplicaKon,	
  division,	
  
square	
  roots,	
  and	
  squares	
  of	
  escalaKng	
  difficulty,	
  suitable	
  for	
  
all	
  age	
  and	
  ability	
  ranges.	
  

A	
  deligh_ul	
  li(le	
  Penguin	
  named	
  Newton	
  teaches	
  kids	
  —	
  
and	
  maybe	
  even	
  some	
  adults!	
  —	
  all	
  about	
  math	
  via	
  a	
  series	
  
of	
  number	
  puzzles.	
   Social Studies 
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World	
  Atlas	
  by	
  Na@onal	
  Geographic	
  $0.99	
  
	
  Because	
  World	
  Atlas	
  is	
  a	
  NaKonal	
  Geographic	
  joint,	
  the	
  
maps	
  available	
  here	
  pop	
  up	
  in	
  different	
  styles	
  and	
  come	
  
partnered	
  with	
  detailed	
  naKonal	
  informaKon,	
  like	
  flags,	
  the	
  
most	
  recent	
  economic	
  data,	
  cultural	
  phenomena,	
  and	
  more!	
  

US	
  Presidents	
  $0.99	
  
	
  From	
  Washington	
  to	
  Obama,	
  learn	
  all	
  the	
  basic	
  facts	
  about	
  
every	
  man	
  who	
  ever	
  stood	
  as	
  America’s	
  president	
  through	
  
an	
  easy	
  flashcard	
  interface.	
  

US	
  Historical	
  Documents	
  $0.99	
  
	
  Instead	
  of	
  arguing	
  the	
  ConsKtuKon	
  as	
  interpreted	
  by	
  
poliKcians,	
  give	
  it	
  and	
  other	
  integral	
  documents	
  that	
  shaped	
  
the	
  United	
  States	
  (including	
  the	
  Magna	
  Carta,	
  DeclaraKon	
  of	
  
Independence,	
  inaugural	
  addresses,	
  and	
  dozens	
  of	
  others),	
  a	
  
read	
  and	
  form	
  opinions	
  from	
  that.	
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Other Great Apps for  
Teaching and Learning 

Source: http://sites.google.com/site/itunesandpodcasting/i-touch 
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Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com 
 
www.KatherineMcKnight.com 
 
@literacyworld 
 
Katie McKnight Literacy 

How to Reach Me 

For	
  more	
  materials	
  and	
  an	
  updated	
  
powerpoint,	
  see	
  my	
  blog	
  at:	
  
www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
	
  


