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C15	
  Text	
  Complexity	
  and	
  How	
  to	
  
Select	
  the	
  Best	
  Literature	
  	
  

(Grades	
  2-­‐5)	
  
KaEe	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  

In	
  this	
  webinar,	
  we’ll	
  
address:	
  
What	
  realiEes	
  about	
  students	
  does	
  textual	
  
complexity	
  address?	
  
	
  
What	
  is	
  textual	
  complexity?	
  
	
  
How	
  do	
  we	
  encourage	
  students	
  to	
  read?	
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Textual	
  Complexity	
  

What	
  makes	
  a	
  text	
  complex?	
  
What	
  are	
  factors	
  that	
  can	
  make	
  a	
  
text	
  challenging	
  for	
  students?	
  

Textual Complexity 

Determining Textual Complexity is focused 
on these three areas: 
 
QUANTITATIVE MEASURES: 
 
QUALITATIVE DIMENSIONS: 
  
READER and TASK CONSIDERATIONS: 
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and	
  factors	
  are	
  those	
  aspects	
  that	
  are	
  difficult	
  or	
  
impossible	
  for	
  a	
  person	
  to	
  evaluate	
  efficiently.	
  	
  
	
  
Examples	
  include	
  word	
  length	
  or	
  frequency,	
  
sentence	
  length,	
  and	
  text	
  cohesion.	
  These	
  are	
  
typically	
  measured	
  by	
  computer	
  soYware.	
  	
  

QUANTITATIVE	
  MEASURES	
  

Qualitative Measures 

Levels	
  of	
  Meaning	
  (literary	
  texts)	
  or	
  
Purpose	
  (informaEonal	
  texts)	
  
Structure	
  
Language	
  ConvenEonality	
  and	
  Clarity	
  
Knowledge	
  Demands	
  
	
  

Include	
  moEvaEon,	
  knowledge,	
  and	
  
experiences,	
  while	
  tasks	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  
take	
  into	
  account	
  purpose,	
  complexity,	
  and	
  
quesEons.	
  	
  
Assessments	
  made	
  on	
  reader	
  and	
  task	
  
consideraEons	
  are	
  best	
  done	
  by	
  the	
  
teacher	
  who	
  understands	
  the	
  student’s	
  
knowledge	
  and	
  experiences.	
  

READER	
  AND	
  TASK	
  	
  
CONSIDERATIONS	
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Informa(onal	
   Literary	
  

Informa(onal	
   Literary	
  

Informa(onal	
   Literary	
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Informa(onal	
   Literary	
  

Informa(onal	
   Literary	
  

Informa(onal	
   Literary	
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Here’s	
  an	
  Example	
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Email:	
  Ka(e@KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Website:	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Twieer:	
  @literacyworld	
  
	
  
Facebook:	
  Ka(e	
  McKnight	
  Literacy	
  
	
  
See	
  my	
  blog	
  at	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  

How to Reach Me: 


