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Together let’s create
extraordinary
classrooms.

SDE Serving the professional development needs of extraordinary educators.
We believe educators
have the MOSt important

job in the world.

Together let’s create
Q { ]

extraordinary
classrooms.

In this webinar, we’ll
address:

What realities about students does textual
complexity address?

What is textual complexity?

How do we encourage students to read?
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Textual Complexity

What makes a text complex?

What are factors that can make a
text challenging for students?

Determining Textual Complexity is focused
on these three areas:

QUANTITATIVE MEASURES:

QUALITATIVE DIMENSIONS:

READER and TASK CONSIDERATIONS:
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QUANTITATIVE MEASURES

and factors are those aspects that are difficult or
impossible for a person to evaluate efficiently.

Examples include word length or frequency,
sentence length, and text cohesion. These are
typically measured by computer software.

Qualitative Measures

Levels of Meaning (literary texts) or
Purpose (informational texts)

Structure
Language Conventionality and Clarity

Knowledge Demands

READER AND TASK
CONSIDERATIONS

Include motivation, knowledge, and
experiences, while tasks to be considered
take into account purpose, complexity, and
questions.

Assessments made on reader and task
considerations are best done by the
teacher who understands the student’s
knowledge and experiences.
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LEVELS OF MEANING

(LITERARY TEXTS) OR PURPOSE (INFORMATIONAL TEXTS)

Informational

Single level

Literary

of meaning =

Multiple levels

Explicitly Implicit purpose;
stated may be hidden
purpose or obscure
e

STRUCTURE

Simple
Explicit
Conventional

Events related in
chronological order

Traits of a common
genre

Simple graphics
Graphics

unnecessary for
understanding

S

Literary
Complex

Implicit
Unconventional

Events unrelated in
chronological order

Traits specific to a
particular discipline

Sophisticated graphics

Graphics essential to
understanding

LANGUAGE CONVENTIONALITY

AND CLARITY

Informational

Literal

Literary

Figurative or iconic

S—
Clear = Ambiguous or purposely
misleading
Contemporary, Archaic or otherwise
Familiar === unfamiliar
Conversational | General academic and
domain-specific
il
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KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS:
LIFE EXPERIENCES (Literary Texts)

Informational

Literary

Complex or
sophisticated theme

Simple theme

Single themes Multiple themes

experiences different from own

Single perspective

—_
—

Common, everyday | Experiences distinctly
= Multiple perspectives
—_—

Perspective(s) like
one's own

Perspective(s) unlike orin
opposition to one's own

KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS:
CULTURAL/LITERARY KNOWLEDGE

Literary

Informational
Everyday knowledge s Cultural and literary

and familiarity with genre knowledge useful
conventions required

Low intertextuality = High intertextuality

KNOWLEDGE DEMANDS:
CONTENT/DISCIPLINE KNOWLEDGE

Informational

Literary

Everyday knowledge e Extensive, perhaps
and familiarity with genre specialized discipline-
conventions required specific content
knowledge required

Low intertextuality High intertextuality

—
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Reader and Task

Step 1: Quantitative Measures

Measures such as:

Word length
Word frequency
Word difficulty
Sentence length
Text length

Text cohesion

K-1 100L—-500L*
2-3 450L - 790L
4-5 770L-980L
6-8 955L—1155L
9-10 1080L - 1305L
11-CCR 1215L—1355L

Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

1.0-25
2.0-4.0

3.0-5.7

4.0-8.0
4.6-10.0
4.8-12.0
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Q
TO KILL A

Mockirgbird Lexile Text Measure: ~ 870L LEXILE

ATOS Book Level: 5.6

In which of the text complexity bands would this novel fall?

Text Complexity Suggested Suggested ATOS
Grade Bands Lexile Range Book Level Range**

K-1 100L — 500L* 1.0-25
23 450L - 790L 2.0-4.0
< 45 770L-980L
58 —OSST=TISST
9-10 1080L - 1305L
11-CCR 1215L - 1355L

Step 2: Qualitative Measures

Measures such as:
* Levels of meaning
Levels of purpose
Structure
Organization
Language conventionality
Language clarity
Prior knowledge demands

Reader and Task
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Because the factors for literary texts A LITERARY TENTS -
are different from information texts, - e ‘
these two rubrics contain different

content. However, the formatting of
each document is exactly the same.

And because these factors represent
continua rather than discrete stages
or levels, numeric values are not
associated with these rubrics.
Instead, four points along each
continuum are identified: high,
middle high, middle low, and low.

How is the rubric used?

And how would To Kill a Mockingbird fair when analyzed through the
lens of the Literary Text Rubric?

T CoMPENTTY QUALTRT T A R R
A LITERRY TexTy A

HARPER LEE
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From examining the quantitative measures, we knew:

TO KILL A

Lexile Text Measure: 870L

ATOS Book Level: 5.6

HARPER LEE

a a

A ——
Te Complesiy GradeBards

Our initial placement of To Kill a Mockingbird into a text complexity
band changed when we examined the qualitative measures.

Remember, however, that we have
completed only the first two legs of the @
text complexity triangle. S
§
&

The reader and task considerations
still remain.
Reader and Task

Step 3: Reader and Task

Considerations such as:

o O(’ * Motivation
5‘ "//ﬁ_ + Knowledge and experience
\§ ’«;{ « Purpose for reading
¥ Z « Complexity of task assigned

(<7
regarding text
« Complexity of questions asked

regarding text
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Here’s an Example

Questions for Professional S
Reflection on Reader and Task e s s
Considerations: .
http/; rg/Default aspx?tabid=4605

S sy st gl o nrsens

Vil e hopts et siendon menory. w1 Caes e
N Sl YT 640 a5

The questions provided in this R St
resource are meant to spur teacher L,
thought and reflection upon the text,
students, and any tasks associated
with the text.

s ranrcng s i moirs

The questions included here are
largely open-ended questions
without single, correct answers, but
help educators to think through the

ir ions of using a particular text
in the classroom.

Step 4: Recommended Placement

After reflecting upon all three legs of
the text complexity model we can
make a final recommendation of
placement within a text and begin to
document our thinking for future
reference.
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Lexile Text Measure: 870L o

/]/[n(/\'ingbud
&
ATOS Book Level: 5.6

HARPER LEE

Based upon all the information—all three legs
of the model—the final recommendation for To
Kill a Mockingbird is....

TO KILL A

bird

Text Complexity
Grade Bands

HARPER LEE
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Extraordinary educators pp Events
need flexibility and o Top Wotkhops.
variety in accessing vn
professional development... = :Tuinmheiiner nsiues

Onsite pp Tavetop Games
...that's why SDE provides multiple 5 P e
formats to fit how you learn best.
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How to Reach Me:

Email: Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com

@ Website: www.KatherineMcKnight.com

, Twitter: @literacyworld

ﬂ Facebook: Katie McKnight Literacy

@ See my blog at www.KatherineMcKnight.com
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