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D05-­‐The	
  Content-­‐Area	
  Teacher's	
  
Interdisciplinary	
  Literacy	
  Tool	
  Box	
  

(Gr.	
  6-­‐12)	
  
KaHe	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D	
  

What	
  We	
  Will	
  Do	
  in	
  this	
  Session	
  

•  Examine	
  CCSS	
  Interdisciplinary	
  Literacy	
  
Standards	
  and	
  ImplicaHons	
  for	
  6th-­‐12th	
  grade	
  
students.	
  

•  IdenHfy	
  the	
  CharacterisHcs	
  of	
  the	
  	
  
•  Adolescent	
  Reader.	
  
•  Copious	
  Strategies	
  and	
  Ideas	
  to	
  Support	
  
Adolescent	
  Readers	
  in	
  the	
  Content	
  Areas.	
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What	
  do	
  we	
  know	
  about	
  readers?	
  

Students	
  Most	
  At	
  Risk	
  
	
  

Components	
  of	
  Reading	
  
Alphabetics: understanding and using the sounds that
make up words (phonemic awareness) and the letters that
correspond to those sounds (decoding) and being able to
relate the letters and sounds to the particular words they
represent (word recognition)

Fluency: identifying words accurately in an effortless
manner and being able to read them in text with appropriate
intonation, stress and phrasing

Vocabulary: knowing and understanding the meanings of
words and using them with flexibility and precision

Comprehension: the process and product of constructing
meaning from what is read, involving an interaction between
a reader and a text, for a purpose and within a context
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•  MoHvaHng	
  our	
  students	
  to	
  actually	
  read	
  
•  CreaHng	
  choice	
  and	
  gathering	
  engaging	
  
resources.	
  

	
  

The	
  difference	
  between	
  	
  
struggling	
  and	
  reluctant	
  readers	
  

FOR	
  ADOLESCENT	
  READERS…	
  
	
  
VOCABULARY	
  
	
  
AND	
  	
  
	
  
COMPREHENSION	
  

COMPREHENSION	
  IS	
  FIRST…	
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The	
  Impact	
  of	
  Schema	
  	
  
on	
  Content	
  Literacy	
  

Source: Alvermann, D. and Phelps, S. (2002). Content Reading and Literacy: 
Succeeding in Today’s Diverse Classrooms. (5th Ed.).Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

The Kingdom Of Kay Oss  
 
Once in the land of Serenity there ruled a king called Kay Oss. 
He wanted to be liked by all his people.  
So onx day thx bxnxvolxnt dxspot dxcidxd that no onx in thex 
country would bx rxsponsiblx for anything. Zll of thx workerxrs 
rxstxd from thxir dzily lxbors. "Blxss Kzy Oss," thxy xxclzimxd. 
Now, thx lzw mzkxrs wxrx vxry wvsx. But zs wvsx zs wthxy wxrx, 
thxy dxcvdxd thzt thx bxst form of govxernmxnt wzs nonx zt zll. 

More	
  on	
  Schema	
  

The	
  notes	
  were	
  sour	
  because	
  the	
  seam	
  
split.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Source: Alvermann, D. and Phelps, S. (2002). Content Reading and Literacy: 
Succeeding in Today’s Diverse Classrooms. (5th Ed.).Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

More	
  on	
  Schema	
  

The	
  batsmen	
  were	
  merciless	
  against	
  the	
  
bowlers.	
  	
  The	
  bowlers	
  placed	
  their	
  men	
  
in	
  slips	
  and	
  covers.	
  But	
  to	
  no	
  avail.	
  The	
  
batsmen	
  hit	
  one	
  in	
  four	
  aNer	
  another	
  
along	
  with	
  an	
  occasional	
  six.	
  Not	
  once	
  
did	
  a	
  ball	
  look	
  like	
  it	
  would	
  hit	
  their	
  
stumps	
  or	
  be	
  caught.	
  

	
  
	
  
Source: Alvermann, D. and Phelps, S. (2002). Content Reading and Literacy: 
Succeeding in Today’s Diverse Classrooms. (5th Ed.).Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 
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Read	
  a	
  Wide	
  Variety	
  of	
  Texts	
  

Students	
  must	
  read	
  in	
  every	
  class.	
  
	
  

Provide	
  students	
  with	
  varied	
  and	
  engaging	
  texts.	
  
	
  

Use	
  strategies	
  that	
  support	
  struggling	
  readers.	
  
	
  

Your	
  classroom	
  and	
  school	
  must	
  provide	
  abundant	
  
access	
  of	
  engaging	
  and	
  diverse	
  reading	
  materials.	
  

Six	
  Ways	
  to	
  Use	
  Textbooks	
  	
  
More	
  EffecHvely	
  

1.  Empathy- Do you remember 
when you had difficulty in a 
subject and the text was 
difficult? 

2.  Help the students to get started. 
We  
need to “front-load” our 
teaching.  

3.  Don’t leave kids alone with  
their textbooks. 

4.  Choose wisely. Be selective with  
assignments. Be strategic about 
 what is most important.  

5.  Supplement richly. 
 

Sample from Macbeth 
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SHcky	
  Notes	
  
Students	
  select	
  when	
  to	
  stop.	
  
	
  

•  ConnecHon	
  
•  QuesHon	
  
•  Comment	
  

Stop	
  and	
  Write	
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SQ3R	
  

DRTA	
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DRTA	
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Academic	
  	
  
Vocabulary	
  

Vocabulary 
Slide  

Sample 1 

Word 
Detective 
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As students brainstorm 
information, the ABC 
framework helps them 
organize their thoughts.  
Because a fact or point 
of information must be 
recorded for each 
letter of the alphabet, 
the students must dig 
more deeply to retrieve 
information for this kind 
of brainstorm. 

Email:	
  KaQe@KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Website:	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Twi`er:	
  @literacyworld	
  
	
  
Facebook:	
  KaQe	
  McKnight	
  Literacy	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  materials	
  and	
  updated	
  powerpoint,	
  	
  
see	
  my	
  blog	
  at	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  

How to Reach Me: 
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