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What We Will Do In This Session 
Examine different strategies for developing content 
literacy skills in 6th-12th grade. 
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What is Content Literacy? 

Generally defined as  
 
“the ability to use reading and 
writing for the acquisition of new 
content in a given discipline”  

 
 

(McKenna & Robinson, 1990, p. 184) 

Assumptions Underlying 
Content Literacy 

Subject Matter 
Role of the Textbook 

Active Readers 
Independent Readers 

Where	
  is	
  Content	
  InformaBon	
  Stored? 
Reference books 

Textbooks 
Primary Sources 

Charts 
Web Pages 

Images 
Formulas 
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Read a Wide Variety of Texts 

Students must read in every class. 
 

Provide students with varied and engaging texts. 
 

Use strategies that support struggling readers. 
 

Your classroom and school must provide abundant 
access of engaging and diverse reading materials. 

Academic  
Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
Slide  

Sample 1 
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Vocabulary 
Slide  

Sample 2 

Vocabulary 
Slide  

Sample 3 

Vocabulary 
Slide  

Sample 4 
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Vocabulary 
Slide  

Sample 5 

Word 
Detective 
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Cyber 
Vocabulary 
Detective 

Developing  
Students’ Skills in 
Argumentation  

and Writing 
 

Develop Study Skills 
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Note Taking 
ABC Brainstorm:  

Select a topic and/or a 
vocabulary term and then 

summarize what they know.  
 

2-3 Column Notes:  
Cornell Notes is probably the most 

used and well known.   

As students brainstorm 
information, the ABC 
framework helps them 
organize their thoughts.  
Because a fact or point 
of information must be 
recorded for each 
letter of the alphabet, 
the students must dig 
more deeply to retrieve 
information for this kind 
of brainstorm. 

Sample from Macbeth 
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Sample from  Mathematics:  Graphing 

What are Learning Centers? 
Synonymous with Learning Stations. 
 
Learning Stations are locations that 
a teacher designs for students to 
work in small groups or individually. 
 
Each center has a clearly 
articulated learning activity.  
 

Getting Started: A Checklist 

Write out all directions for the students 
for each station. 
Explain procedures and have them 
written out and posted in your 
classroom. 
Create a “make up station” at the end 
of the rotation so that students can 
complete any unfinished work.  Review 
and revision are key in the development 
of literacy skills sets. 

1 
2 
3 
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Getting Started: A Checklist (cont.) 

The teacher should circulate among 
the groups to facilitate answers and 
questions about the work. 
Formal assessment occurs when the 
students have finished the novel. 
When possible, give students a choice 
at each station. 

I like to make a poster for each station. 
Let’s look at a model for learning centers. 
 

4 
5 
6 

A Classroom Picture 
Sample Stations for First Rotation 

Vocabulary 
Activity 

Practice 
With 

Content 

Reading 
Strategy 

Listening or 
Viewing 
Center 

Content 
Study 

Make Up 
Center 

Sample Learning Centers 
Directions: Circulate around the room to the different 
learning stations.  
Consider the following questions: 

 How can you use this learning center activity for your 
 content area and classroom? 
  
 As you consider your content area and a specific 
 learning center, what adaptations and suggestions 
 do you have for the activity? 

Note: These learning centers focus on vocabulary. When 
you create center activities for your students, you will have 
a variety of activities, not just vocabulary. 

1
2 
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Differentiating Texts 

Selecting and adapting texts to 
differentiate information to meet 
the needs of diverse readers. 

Making students better readers in 
your subject area. 

Using efficient and engaging 
activities that add to content 
learning. 

Strategies: One-Page Wonder 
According to Daniels and Steineke, 
One-Page Wonders (OPW) allows us to: 
 
•  Provide texts that are interesting 
•  Keep in-class reading time short 
• Allow for efficient practice of 

comprehension and discussion 
strategies 

Finding OPWs 
•  Interesting and relevant to kids 

•  Surprising, puzzling, funny, quirky, or weird 

•  Invite the reader to visualize places, faces, and events 

•  Feature people you can get interested in 

•  Are complex enough to justify time and thought 

•  Offer background knowledge in your content area 

•  Contain open-ended or debatable issues that invite 
lively discussion 
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Schema and Comprehension 

Ac#va#ng	
  prior	
  	
  
knowledge	
  with	
  	
  

pre-­‐reading	
  guides	
  
An#cipa#on	
  guides	
  

Problem-­‐solving	
  ac#vi#es	
  
Vocabulary	
  Exercises	
  

Hints for Struggling Readers 
•  Provide readers who struggle to decode with 

opportunities to hear the text read aloud (tape assist) 
•  Give readers for whom word recognition is a problem 

supplemental materials that include visual clues to 
word meaning (or use manipulatives in math) 

•  Allot additional time for readers who struggle to 
complete assignments 

•  Encourage struggling readers to use the internet 
because often the symbols and icons that are quite 
bothersome to good readers provide a means for 
struggling readers to construct meaning 

 

More Resources 
www.readingquest.org 

www.adlit.org 
www.readwritethink.org 
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How to Reach Me: 

Email: Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com 

Website: www.KatherineMcKnight.com 

Twitter: @literacyworld 

Facebook: Katie McKnight Literacy 

For more materials and updated powerpoint,  

see my blog at www.KatherineMcKnight.com 


