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CRITICAL READING
Why is this text important?
  
How does it compare to other 
texts on this topic or by this writer?

What do you take away from
 this reading experience?  
Four Levels of Attention Readers Pay to a Text
CLOSE READING
2. THE BRICKS = SEMANTIC READING
How did the author get you to think like that?  
What writers’ tools did he/she use?  
3. THE FLOOR PLAN = 
STRUCTURAL READING
What structure does the text 
have (e.g., cause and effect, 
definition, or argument)?
How does the 
author control
what the reader knows?

Who is the narrator or speaker? 
Does he have a bias? 
1. THE ROOF = SURFACE READING
What are the main or central ideas?  
What is the purpose of the text?  
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