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B02-Project-Based 
Learning to Meet the 
Common Core (Gr. 

6-12) 

Katherine McKnight, PhD 
Katie@KatherineMcknight.com 

 

What We’ll Do in This Session 

Look at the standards and determine why 
project learning is a great fit. 

Explore what makes a great question.  It’s 
the foundation for a great project. 

Samples and ideas for projects in different 
content areas. 

We’re Going to Look 
at CCSS Standards 

• We’re going to move into small groups 
and examine how we can use the 
interdisciplinary learning to promote 
project based learning. 

• Let’s move into small groups based on 
GRADE LEVEL and CONTENT AREA. 
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Sample Inquiry Projects 
•  Some states, like West Virginia have strong Project 

Based Learning initiatives.  See their website for some 
great materials. http://tinyurl.com/ckfjm4y 

 

•  Sample Inquiry Projects are here: 

http://tinyurl.com/2d7ykva 

 

 

Common Core 

State Standard 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

Performance Objectives:  What must all students know and 
be able to do as a result of this PBL experience? 
  
Know 
  
Do 
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http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

Driving Question:  State the driving question or 
problem statement for the project. The statement 
should encompass all product content and 
outcomes, and provide a central focus for 
student inquiry. Be sure you pose an authentic 
problem or significant question that engages 
students and requires core subject knowledge to 
solve or answer. 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 
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http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

  
Resources:  

  
School-based Individuals: 
  
Technology: 
  
Community: 
  
Materials: 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/PBLTools.html 

Manage the Process: Describe everything necessary to 
ensure targeted learning does occur.  This may include, but is 
not limited to, plans related to grouping, classroom 
management, and the types of knowledge and skills students 
should have mastered prior to beginning the project.  List the 
preparations necessary to differentiate instruction for the 
diverse learners in your classroom. 
  
  
Project Evaluation: How will you and your students reflect on 
and evaluate the project? 

Email: Katie@KatherineMcKnight.com 

Website: www.KatherineMcKnight.com 

Twitter: @literacyworld 

Facebook: Katie McKnight Literacy 

For more materials and updated powerpoint,  
see my blog at www.KatherineMcKnight.com 

How to Reach Me: 


