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C05-­‐Using	
  Primary	
  Sources	
  for	
  
Interdisciplinary	
  Literacy	
  	
  

ELA	
  &	
  Social	
  Studies,	
  Gr.	
  6-­‐12	
  
KaHe	
  McKnight,	
  Ph.D.	
  

What	
  We	
  Will	
  Do	
  In	
  This	
  Session	
  

•  Dispel	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  mythis	
  regarding	
  
informaHonal	
  and	
  literary	
  text.	
  

•  Define	
  informaHonal	
  and	
  literary	
  text.	
  
•  Examples	
  of	
  informatonal	
  and	
  literary	
  text.	
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Let’s	
  Figure	
  Out	
  	
  
the	
  Framework	
  First	
  

InformaHonal	
  Text	
  

Literature	
  

Literary	
  	
  
Non	
  FicHon	
  

InformaHonal	
  Text	
  

Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards,	
  2010,	
  p.	
  5.	
  

What	
  do	
  these	
  
numbers	
  mean?	
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WHY	
  WE	
  NEED	
  A	
  BALANCED	
  DIET	
  OF	
  
INFORMATIONAL	
  TEXT	
  AND	
  
LITERATURE	
  

Levels	
  of	
  Meaning	
  
InformaHonal	
  Texts	
  and	
  Literary	
  Texts	
  	
  

Informa:onal	
  Texts	
   Literary	
  Texts	
  
Single	
  Level	
  Meaning	
   MulHple	
  Levels	
  of	
  

Meaning	
  
	
  
	
  

Explicitly	
  Stated	
  
Purpose	
  

Implicit	
  Purpose;	
  May	
  
be	
  hidden	
  or	
  obscure	
  

Structure	
  
InformaHonal	
  Text	
  and	
  Literary	
  Text	
  
Informa:onal	
  Text	
  	
   Literary	
  Text	
  
Simple	
   Complex	
  

	
  
Explicit	
   Implicit	
  

	
  
ConvenHonal	
   UnconvenHonal	
  	
  

	
  
Events	
  Related	
  in	
  
Chronological	
  Order	
  

Events	
  are	
  o[en	
  
organized	
  according	
  to	
  a	
  
parHcular	
  genre	
  
structure	
  (i.e.	
  frame	
  
story	
  or	
  flashback)	
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Knowledge	
  Demands	
  
Informa:onal	
  Text	
   Literary	
  Text	
  

Simple	
  Theme	
   Complex	
  or	
  SophisHcated	
  
Theme	
  

Single	
  Theme	
   MulHple	
  Themes	
  

Common,	
  Everyday	
  
Themes	
  

Experiences	
  DisHnctly	
  
Different	
  from	
  Own	
  

MulHple	
  PerspecHves	
   Author’s	
  PerspecHve	
  

Understandingof	
  Text	
  
Structures	
  

Understanding	
  of	
  Literary	
  
Genres	
  

Where	
  do	
  We	
  Find	
  	
  
Content	
  Knowledge?	
  

Books	
  
Textbooks	
  

Reference	
  Materials	
  
Charts	
  
Graphs	
  
Blogs	
  

What	
  Else?	
  

Resources	
  for	
  	
  
Primary	
  Source	
  Documents	
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Differentiating Texts 

Selecting and adapting texts to 
differentiate information to meet 
the needs of diverse readers. 

Making students better readers in 
your subject area. 

Using efficient and engaging 
activities that add to content 
learning. 

Strategies: One-Page Wonder 
According to Daniels and Steineke, 
One-Page Wonders (OPW) allows us to: 
 
•  Provide texts that are interesting 
•  Keep in-class reading time short 
• Allow for efficient practice of 

comprehension and discussion 
strategies 

Finding OPWs 
•  Interesting and relevant to kids 

•  Surprising, puzzling, funny, quirky, or weird 

•  Invite the reader to visualize places, faces, and events 

•  Feature people you can get interested in 

•  Are complex enough to justify time and thought 

•  Offer background knowledge in your content area 

•  Contain open-ended or debatable issues that invite 
lively discussion 
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Strategy, Encourage the Students  
to Code the Text 

Email:	
  Ka:e@KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Website:	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  
	
  
Twider:	
  @literacyworld	
  
	
  
Facebook:	
  Ka:e	
  McKnight	
  Literacy	
  
	
  
For	
  more	
  materials	
  and	
  updated	
  powerpoint,	
  	
  
see	
  my	
  blog	
  at	
  www.KatherineMcKnight.com	
  

How to Reach Me: 


