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AGENDA FOR TODAY 
What do we already know about Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS)? 

Why were CCCS created and how do they 
impact today's classrooms? 

Although CCSS do not suggest specific 
instructional strategies, differentiated 
instruction is effective in meeting the 
expectations of the Standards. 
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AGENDA FOR TODAY 

College and Career Readiness Skills and the 
21st Century  Skills---strong connections to 
differentiated instruction 

Textual Complexity and Interdisciplinary 
Literacy---DI is a necessary tool 

SOME GUIDING 
QUESTIONS  

(ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS) 
What are the expectations of CCSS?  What 
are not the expectations of CCSS? 

How do we build a synergetic context 
between CCSS, curriculum, assessment, and 
differentiated instruction? 
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What do we already know about  
Common Core State Standards? 

What do we already know about  
Common Core State Standards? 
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What do we know about CCSS?  
The 21st Century 3 Rs 

Designed to be robust, relevant, and 
rigorous. 

Robust: higher level thinking 

Relevant: engagement, student 
involvement, brain-based research 

Rigorous: high expectations, critical thinking, 
challenging thinking 

WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED: 

Prescribe specific instructional strategies 
and/or curriculum. 

Interventions for students who are 
performing below grade level or who have 
special needs. 

Support for English Language Learners (ELL) 
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Why were Common Core State Standards  
created and how do they impact today’s 

classrooms? 

Intended to create greater consistency for 
student performance and expectations 
among states. 

NAEP data indicates that the majority of 
students are not college and career ready. 

Why were Common Core State Standards  
created and how do they impact  

today’s classrooms? 
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21st Century Skills 
 

• PROBLEM SOLVING 

• TEAM WORK 

• ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

• RESEARCH 

• CRITICAL THINKING 
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FIGURING OUT THE FRAMEWORK 

Close reading of the document is essential. 
Read the Standards and all goals. 

Discussion, interpretation, close reading and 
analysis is necessary. 
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Where are there opportunities 
for differentiated instruction? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ 

 

 

Activity: As You Read the Standards 
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Top Differentiation Strategies 

• Pre-assessment 

• Curriculum 
Compacting 

• 5 Most Difficult First 

• Flexible Grouping 

• Questioning 

• Open-Ended Tasks 

• Tiering 

• Learning Contracts 

• Choice Boards 

•  Independent Projects 


