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This is what we’ll cover:

Ask participants:

Literature Circle Consistent Elements

       Novels, short stories, poetry or plays – important to offer a wide range of material.
       Looking for reading material? http://www.alan-ya.org

       TIP: first time through all students use the same book – teach students the structure  
       of Literature Circles.

       We’ll see this demonstrated later in a video from a classroom in Allegany County, MD

       Common question: how often should I do a Literature Circle? 
       Answer: depends on school schedule, many teachers do at least 10/year.

       We’ll discuss assessment at length at the end of the session.
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Mini Lessons - Team Building 

Typical adolescent behaviors: one kid doesn’t want to work with another kid, 
communication problems like one kid taking too much control, other kids reluctant to 
participate, etc.

Devote first few mini-lessons to learning social skills

Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles by Harvey Daniels and Nancy Steineke 
The Second City Guide to Improv in the Classroom by Katie McKnight & Mary Scruggs

No wrong ideas – anything that builds a classroom environment where kids feel 
comfortable talking to each other. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Mini Lessons – Reading and Literary Strategies

 Ask participants: Who already uses Mini-Lessons?

 Called Mini Lesson for a reason - need to be short. Aim for 5 minutes. 
 

1)
2)

Mini Lessons Reading Strategies

Student Sample from Tuck Everlasting (appears below in handout). 

Student Sample Stop and Write from Book Thief (appears below in handout).  
Note personal point of view in “What I’m Thinking” section: uses words I, me, my.

 
 

 

Good time for mini-lessons about literary elements.

Mini Lessons – Examples of Reading Strategies 

Sticky Notes
 
We’ll see this demonstrated later in a video from a classroom in Allegany County, MD

ReadWriteThink.org
  

Stop and Write 

Ask participants: Who already uses Stop and Writes?

Typical Assignment: 
Students need to read a 
certain number of pages 
tonight and do ten stop 
and writes.

See student sample Stop 
and Write (from The Book 
Thief) at right:4 5
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Mini Lessons – Examples of Literary Strategies 

Literary Letters

See student sample Letter to Teacher below: 

Story Trails  

Can do as a group or independently.
TIP: can use index cards instead of 
story board frames, gives students 
flexibilty to remove/add/rearrange later.

 
   TIP: More detailed illustrations =     
   greater comprehension

See student sample (from Detectives in 
Togas) at right:

Newspaper Story

See student sample Newspaper Story  
(from Tuck Everlasting) at right:

Questioning the Author

 

 

 

Compare Myself to a Character
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Mini Lessons - Additional Examples 

 Pretend you’re going to interview a character on a talk show, plan questions.

 3-dimensional model of 6-sided cube, each side shows different literary elements: plot,   
 characters, theme, point-of-view, etc. 

 No wrong answers here. These are things you’re already teaching. Now you’re just   
 breaking lessons down into small chunks and incorporating them into Literature Circle  
 structure. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

 

Ask participants: Who already uses Reading Logs of some kind?

 

Running record of a student’s experience with the book. Could be collection of Stop and 
Writes, Literary Letters, etc. Can be done in class or as homework.

See student sample Reading Log entries on the following page:
 

 
 

Reading Logs
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Credit Harvey Daniels for this traditional/foundational approach to Literary Circles.

Discussion Director 

    All group members suggest questions, Discussion Director fine-tunes them. 

Vocabulary Enricher 

Literary Luminary 

Checker 

ReadWriteThink.org

Video Example of a Literature Circle First Day 

 Video from Allegany County, MD.

 Notice all students are reading the same book because it’s their first Literary Circle.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

 PLENTY

See a sample schedule of a first week of Literature Circles below:

Literature Circle Roles Scheduling
LITERATURE CIRCLE ROLES
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Compare the Original Model (Daniels) and Differentiated Instruction Emphasis (McKnight):

Literature Circles: Original Model

Daniels, H. (1994). Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in the Student-Centered Classroom. 
Stenhouse Publishers: York, Maine.

Literature Circles: Differentiated Instruction Emphasis

McKnight, K (2009). Literature Circles in the Middle and High School Classroom. National 
Council of Teachers of English. Webinar presented on November 4, 2009.

Learning Centers can replace Literature Circle Roles.  
Set up all stations and students cycle through them (in their groups). They move from 
station to station and do a different task at each one. Allow 2-3 days.

See sample Reading Contract below:

Beyond the Role Sheets Assessment and Evaluation for Literature Circles

Literature Circle Learning Centers
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BEYOND THE ROLE SHEETS

LITERATURE CIRCLE LEARNING CENTERS
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See sample Rubric below:

Criteria Exceeds 
Expectations

Meets 
Expectations

Does Not Meet 
Expectations

Forty-five short, focused, and practical lessons  
Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles

Active and engaging strategies for reading and literary analysis Mini Lessons
Teaching the Classics in the Inclusive Classroom: Reader Response Activities to Engage All 
Learners

Activities to build classroom community 
The Second City Guide to Improv in the Classroom: Using Improvisation to Teach Skills and 
Boost Learning

Helping visual learners in reading strategies and literary responses
The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers: 100 Reproducible Organizers that Help Kids 
with Reading, Writing, and the Content Areas

Sample lessons plus classroom ideas and instructional strategies  
Teaching English in Middle and Secondary Schools (5th Edition)

Looking for books for your students?
www.alan-ya.org

Facilitator’s Conclusion

Additional Resources

Teaching &
       Learning

Consultants

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
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