
What’s in this packet?

Since vocabulary instruction is an important part of all content 
area classes, this packet contains 10 strategies that build students’ 
understanding of vocabulary.  All of these activities can be used to teach 
vocabulary in all content areas.  

The handouts and vocabulary activities are featured in color for 
projection on an interactive whiteboard or via an LCD projector.  A black 
and white set is also provided for photocopying.

Some Additional Tips: 

Each of these activities can be turned into a learning center.  Students 
can work in groups on each vocabulary activity.  

See my website (and blog) for more tools and information for engaging 
all students in reading and writing in the 21st century!

www.KatherineMcKnight.com
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1.Vocabulary Slides 
We know that students best learn vocabulary when they manipulate words in a variety 
of ways. Vocabulary Slides are graphic representatives of words that prompt students 
to use new words and terminology in a variety of ways. This packet includes five 
vocabulary slide formats. 

2.Vocabulary Organizer
This chart is a learning log that catalogues vocabulary words and terminology. This is 
particularly helpful when students encounter many new words and terms (i.e.polygons, 
systems of government, or cell structure).

4.List-Group-Label
Drawing meaningful connections between words helps students to understand and learn 
new vocabulary.  

Here’s how the activity works:

Have the students read a selected passage.

Instruct the students to LIST all of the words that they think are important from 
the passage.

In pairs or groups of 3-4 students, direct the students to GROUP similar words.

Once the students have grouped the words, instruct the students to provide 
LABELS for each group that reveals the reasoning behind the grouping.

This packet includes a template for the students to use during this activity.

5.Vocabulary Bookmarks
As students read through a text, encourage them to record vocabulary words and terms 
on a bookmark. This packet includes several templates for vocabulary bookmarks. 
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Name: Class:

Text or quote where the word was 
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Picture or
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Vocabulary word:

Sentence using the vocabulary word:Antonym:

Synonym: Part of speech:
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What is it?

Examples non-Examples
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Name: Class:

Concept or 
vocabulary word:

Important
characteristics:

Incorrect
characteristics:

Example:Example:
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Name: Class:

Word/Term definition synonym antonym
Picture 
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Name:

Write down the words that were brainstormed and words that you already know.
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l
i
s
t
-
g
r
o
u
p
-
l
a
b
e
l



V
o
c
a
b
u
l
a
r
y
 
b
o
o
k
m
a
r
k
s

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

W
O

RD

D
EF

IN
IT

IO
N

PA
G

E 
#

©2011 Katherine McKnight : designed by helloannaelizabeth

©2011 Katherine McKnight : designed by helloannaelizabeth

©2011 Katherine McKnight : designed by helloannaelizabeth

©2011 Katherine McKnight : designed by helloannaelizabeth


