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What	
  Makes	
  CCSS	
  Different?	
  

•  Shi3	
  from	
  content	
  to	
  skills	
  
•  Emphasis	
  on	
  argumenta:on	
  in	
  wri:ng	
  
•  Text	
  to	
  Text	
  Connec:on	
  
•  “Staircase	
  of	
  Textual	
  Complexity”	
  
•  Technology	
  Integra:on	
  
•  Mul:ple	
  Connec:ons	
  to	
  Demonstrate	
  Skills	
  
and	
  Content	
  Knowledge	
  

What do we already know about  
Common Core State Standards? 

When	
  students	
  make	
  mul.ple	
  
connec.ons	
  between	
  a	
  new	
  word	
  
and	
  their	
  own	
  experiences,	
  they	
  
develop	
  a	
  nuanced	
  and	
  flexible	
  
understanding	
  of	
  the	
  word	
  they	
  are	
  
learning	
  
(2010,	
  CCSS	
  Appendix	
  A,	
  p.	
  32).	
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Changes Interdisciplinary Literacy Skills and Content Knowledge Content

PK-5 Balancing Informational 
& Literary Texts

Students read a true balance of  information and literary texts. At least 50% of  what students read is 
informational.

6-12 Discipline Knowledge
Rather than just referring to science and social studies texts, students are expected to learn from what 
they read. Teachers outside of  the ELA classroom emphasize literacy experiences.

Complexity Staircase
Each grade level requires a “step” of  growth on the “staircase”. Teachers support below-grade readers 
and create time and space in the curriculum for close and careful reading.

Text-based answers
Students develop habits for making evidentiary arguments both in conversation, as well as in writing, to 
demonstrate comprehension of  a text.

Drawing from Sources and 
Argument Based Writing

While the narrative still has an important role, students develop skills through written, evidence-based 
arguments that respond to the ideas, facts, and arguments found in the texts they read.

Academic Vocabulary
By focusing on pivotal and commonly found words, and less on esoteric literary terms, teachers build 
students’ ability to access more complex texts across the content areas.
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Determining Textual Complexity is 
focused on these three areas: 
 
QUALITATIVE MEASURES: 
 
QUANTITATIVE DIMENSIONS: 
  
READER CONSIDERATIONS: 
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Qualitative Measures 

•  Levels	
  of	
  Meaning	
  (literary	
  
texts)	
  or	
  Purpose	
  (informa:onal	
  
texts)	
  

•  Structure	
  
•  Language	
  Conven:onality	
  and	
  
Clarity	
  

•  Knowledge	
  Demands	
  
	
  

•  Aspects	
  that	
  are	
  difficult	
  or	
  impossible	
  
for	
  a	
  person	
  to	
  evaluate	
  efficiently.	
  	
  

•  Examples	
  include	
  word	
  length	
  or	
  
frequency,	
  sentence	
  length,	
  and	
  text	
  
cohesion.	
  These	
  are	
  typically	
  
measured	
  by	
  computer	
  so3ware.	
  	
  

Qualitative Measures 

include	
  mo:va:on,	
  knowledge,	
  and	
  
experiences,	
  while	
  tasks	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  
take	
  into	
  account	
  purpose,	
  complexity,	
  and	
  
ques:ons.	
  	
  
Assessments	
  made	
  on	
  reader	
  and	
  task	
  
considera:ons	
  are	
  best	
  done	
  by	
  the	
  
teacher	
  who	
  understands	
  the	
  student’s	
  
knowledge	
  and	
  experiences.	
  

Reader 
Considerations 

MORE	
  RESOURCES	
  FROM	
  LEXILE	
  
•  Overview	
  video	
  h`p://www.lexile.com/about-­‐lexile/lexile-­‐video/	
  
•  •“What	
  Does	
  the	
  Lexile	
  Measure	
  Mean?”	
  h`p://lexile.com/m/uploads/

downloadablepdfs/WhatDoestheLexileMeasureMean.pdf	
  
•  •“Lexile	
  Measures	
  and	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards”h`p://

www.lexile.com/using-­‐lexile/lexile-­‐measures-­‐and-­‐the-­‐ccssi/	
  
•  •KSDE	
  Lexile	
  Resource	
  Pageh`p://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?

tabid=3670	
  
•  •Kansas	
  Lexile	
  Maph`p://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?

file:cket=LoE9gJxEzAc%3d&tabid=3670&mid=8721	
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Here’s	
  an	
  example	
  

•  The	
  Qualita.ve	
  Measures	
  Rubrics	
  	
  
•  for	
  Literary	
  and	
  Informa.onal	
  Text:	
  h`p://
www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4605	
  

•  The	
  rubric	
  for	
  literary	
  text	
  and	
  the	
  rubric	
  for	
  
informa:onal	
  text	
  allow	
  educators	
  to	
  
evaluate	
  the	
  important	
  elements	
  of	
  text	
  that	
  
are	
  o3en	
  missed	
  by	
  computer	
  so3ware	
  that	
  
tends	
  to	
  focus	
  on	
  more	
  easily	
  measured	
  
factors.	
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Here’s	
  an	
  Example	
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LITERACY	
  ACROSS	
  THE	
  
CURRICULUM	
  

The	
  CCSS	
  make	
  the	
  case	
  for	
  teaching	
  	
  
and	
  developing	
  literacy	
  skills	
  across	
  	
  
all	
  content	
  areas	
  and	
  grade	
  levels.	
  	
  
Content	
  literacy	
  is	
  explicit	
  in	
  CCSS.	
  	
  	
  

What	
  does	
  this	
  mean?	
  

Did	
  Someone	
  Say,	
  “Free”?	
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Here’s	
  How	
  to	
  Register	
  for	
  the	
  Free	
  
Webinar	
  on	
  April	
  30th	
  

•  Go	
  to:	
  hFp://.nyurl.com/d2pxgj4	
  
•  Or	
  Scan:	
  	
  


